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mi fic peſſims, ſo z: ir here, for in proceſs of time, 3 | 
' World, giving her ſelf the nomenclation of Aſtrology 


 Flamins to know what is become thereof. Love: ſich. F 


Gerles are great Supplianti at this Shrine, which EM. af 


To the Splendor of mis Countrey, | Þ 

Sir R 0 BEKT BOLE, Baronet, 
© Burgeſs for the ancient City Caer-. 
 lTudecort, now called Lincoln. 
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beew tug hly effec d, and held in great re-. | 

pute, and that by convincing Reaſons and 3 

' 1, © the profound fudgements of able Philoſo- } 
phers : but as| moſt true it is, that corruptio opti» 


\ Dh rroligy ever futt'the firſt diſcrvery, hath 4 


an adulterate and ſpurious Birth crept into the 


and with her Charms and Incantations, promiſing to 4 
tell Fortunes , preditt future Events, and work © 
Wonders, hath ſo enchanted and int:xicated the ® 
over curious Brainof deluded Man, that ſhe ts ads- 24 
red as a Geadeſs of higheſt concernment ; and every 
poor ſoul (be there but a Spoon L:ft ) muſt go to ber © 
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2 oF th feng mary hogs, and eh folf'4 of bus 
purpoſe: I 5M taught hu Book. to ſpeak Engliſh, 
and humbly beſeech you, that it may appear in pub- 


will (this happy Parliament ) grant it a Projeflion, 
ro keep it from the Arreſts of Momas and Ariftar- | 
chos, tbeir Serjeaxts and Catchpoles., And for 
mble Favenr herein, I ſhall ever ſubſcribe elit, 
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'O great 1 the: iopudeney' and 2 
madneſs of thoſe (whontfogls | 
call Judgemem-giving, of 'Ju- | 
diciary Aﬀttologers) (that they 'will | 
| needs perfwade the va}par 10 201k * 
rerate; thar the moſt holy and facred 
Scripture (as they boaft Ay brag be) 
not onely| winks at, but gives fall - * 

| power and authority to their Art.of |} 

| Aftronomy ; and' therefore, for. * 

. | footh, Qod created the great Lights A 
and Luminaries of the Heavens,” the | 
{. Sub, Moon; and Stars; and: faie' to I 
1 _ Eet them be for hens, CAC. + c 
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4 "By the example of which Fathers, 
but more eſpecially by the: heavy 


$- 2X ike th by & tyovica] 
divination, ts obſerving the mort- 
on of the Stars, they. ca prognoſti- 
cate things to come , and future e- 


yents :- This ggand error hath caviſeyl | 
St. Ambroſe,St-Baſil, ], and divers tt | 
Fathers, upon the true expolition of 
thoſe words to enlarge themſelves ; 
and upon ſound Fundamentals, not 
- onely to impupne and diſprove, but 
alſo tolay open the vanities and fop- 
peries of Aſtrological Predictions. 


and:ſeveral Sentences 1n holy Scri- 
pture againſt thoſe kinde of A{trolo; 
- gers; being moved,andalſo by azuſt 
| hatred ta chem, by reaſon of 
their 
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I cherr'fraudulent cheating,and perf. 
cious lyes and couzenage, this Book 
i- | & undertaken to confute and refell 
e- | thoſe fantaſtick Divinations : which ? 
ME hoped will be accepted by all ; as 
ex | being for the uti]iry and yood of all. 
of Fohannes Ficus Mirangulanus hath 
s; | written very largely; and learnedly 
ot | upon this ſubject , but hisprolixity 
ut | retards his Readets irom peruſing his 
p- whole works ; therefore in this Tra& 
1s. | (though the field be. large and ſpaci- 
rs, (ous) ſuch method ſhall be aliLabae 
vy {nothing ſhall be brought upon.the 
j- | ſtage (yet t many curious Queſtions 
0- offer themſtlves) but onely ſuch as 
iſ} [ſhall be ſuccin&, and moſt condu-. 
of Jcing to the purpole. Jn this Trea- 
tiſe LOR: the vanity of this ſort of _ 
Aſtro, 4 


- ef, #996 


” legons Twill reduce all into 
HH '' in the fiſt (all be demionſirated 
ls Divination'is oppoſtteand cor } 
trary to Sacred and Eccleſiafticall| 
Dodrine. | 
| |: Secondly, That Aſtrologers arc 
| tally tphorant of Celeſtiall and 
Heavenly things. - #7 B 
'Thirdly; That this Divining and 
Pore-relling Art is contrary to Rea-| 
fon and Philotophy: 
Fourthly , Thir the Stars are ſo 
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far from being the Efticient Cauſes} * 
F of things fo come, that they are not 
+ . fo muchasevident Signs: © 


Laſtly, Reaſon thall -make it ap 
pear, that no Predictions of Altro- 


BY rogers can be itallible and trae. .;Þp, 
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Chap. 


1 Afrologicall bh" 218 contha; 'y to 
d | Divine Scripture, Eccleſeaſticall 
"1 Diſcipline , and Theologicall Do- 


Gr 'THeC. 


. Aft roligers confuted, by Sentences and Texts of has 
_ [ 'J $ cripture , LE xamples and Inſistations of the 
C hurch, and T heological Reaſons. 


T*: moſt holy and ſacred Scripture, cryes 
out, and tells us, that the certain pre- 
ſcience and prediction of things tro come »: 

and happen, belongs: neither to}Man nor --;; 
| Devils themſelves, bur is onely and ſolely to Al- 
2 | vighty God himſelf 3; read the any Yeahs =” 
: B = 
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$ chap. 41. and you ſhall hear him ſay , Shim what 


= Je art gods; andin the 44. chap. 1 am the Lord that 

e make the figns of Diviners void, and turn the 
Southſayers into fury. And in chap. 47, God de- 
| ridingthe Bzby/onians and (haldeans conftiding in 
$.. their Siderial and Aſtrological PrediRions , thus 
| fpeakethuntothem; Stand with thine Inchanters, 
and with the multitude of thy Sorceries in which 
thou haſt travelled from thy youth , if perhaps it may 
profit thee any thing, cr if thuu mayeſt become ſiron- 


which contemplate the ſtars, and count the muneths, 


niſherh che Jews to contemn and ſet light by Aftro- 
logical Preditions and Obſervations, for that by 
no influence of ſtars any thing was either to be 
feared or hoped for, theſe are his words : Accord- 
ing 10 the wayes of the Gentiles learn not , axd the 
"(gns of the Heavens, which the Heathen fear, be nat 
afraid, becauſe the laws of the people are vain. And 
- Solomon in Eccleſe 10. denieth man to have the 
| knowledge and toreſight of things to come, or 
- © contingent; A man #s ignorant what hath been be« 
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things are to come hereafter, and we ſhall know that | 
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ger, thou haſt failed in rhe mulitzde of thy cowncels - | 
let the Aſtrologers of Heawen ſiand and ſave thee, | 


that by them they might tell things that ſhall come to | 
thee, Iſa. 47.12. Andalittle before he had ſaid, | 
thy wiſdom and thy ſcience, this bath deceived } 
thee; and feremiah in his tenth Chaprer admo- 
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| fore him, and what ſhall be after him who can tell, &c+ 
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bee cain Prielt a whole year , from the exerciſe of his 4 
+c{FtinRion , for the oncly going to an Aſtrologer _: 
ASE B 2 |... td 


a «4. 4 
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A man 1 1gnoraut of things paſt, and things to come 
| be can know by mo meſſenger. | 
ly perceive, the vain Aſtrological Predictions in 
holy Writ , tobe contemned, derided, and op. - 


poſea. | 
And with the ſacred Text in this as in all things 
elſe, the Judgement of the holy Church walks 


hand in hand, for ever from the very infancy 


| and tirit beginning, ſhe cryes out againſt, deteſts, 


and condemns Judicial Aſtrology , and the vain 


fooleries thereof, how many and ſeveral, yea, and . 


thoſe moſt ſevere and checking Decrees, and Ful-> 
minations hath| ſhe enaRted co that purpoſe 
againſt choſe brain-ſick Forcune.tellers and Cat- 


2 culators of future events, read in the ſecond pare 
2 of her Decrees \chroughout the firſt five Queſti- 
$ ons: and you ſhall ealily diſcover her juſt anger 


againſt her perverſe (if io I may call them) chil- 
dren; or if ſuch ſpurious may be ſtiled the ifſue 
of fo holy a Mother : Read the ninth andtenth 

hapter of che Council called Bracareyſe, caft 
your eyes upontthe To/etane Council, inthe Aſer- 
tion of Faith, againſt the Priſcitlianifts, and you 


ſhall fiade how much char fantaſtick ſeeming Sci- _ 


ence , is exploded and detelied. Did not Pope 
Alexander the Fourch of that name, as the relt of 
his Succeſſors I ſuppoſe would do, ſuſpend a cer» 


ity of Star-gazing. 3 
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" toaskbis advice concerning a Robbery committed } 
in his Church: And do we not finde variety of | 
diſputations in the writings of ancient and learn- | 
ed Fathers againſt thofe Attrologers, whom ſome- *® 
rimes they call Ironically Chaldeans, or Nativity- 7 
Caſters; other while Mathematicians, and Pla- : 
netarians, (this is as I ſuppoſe, men Planet- ſtruck, | 
or in plain Engliſh , mad men) by which it moſt 
plainly appears, how odious and deteſtable theſe 
kinde of Fellows was to our vertuous and godly 
Fore-fathers: Baſiliws in his ſixth Homily upon 
Geneſis, diſputeth admirably againſt theſe people; | 
ſo doth St. Chry/cſtome, and Gregory the Great on 
the ſecond Chapter of - Sr. Mathew , but above 
all, St. Augaſtize /ib. 2. upon Geneſis, cap. 17. as 
alſo in| his ſecond book of Chriſtian DoErine, 
cap. 21, and ſome Chapters following; and in his 
learned Treatiſe of the City of God, in ſome of 
the Chapters of the firſt book , he moſt copiouſly 
and quaintly handles this ſubjeRt ; unto the very | 
ſame purpoſe tend thoſe moſt excellent.diſcuſlions 
and arguments apainſt Mathematicians; and in the 
the ſame nature diſfuteth Fx/#bizs in his 6, Book 
Chap. 9. concerning Evangelical preparation. 
'. And moſt abſurd and ridiculous, or rather infa- 
tuated and mad was that grand Apoſtata , F»li- |, 
anus the Emperour, who would needs in his Pam- 
 - Phlets, which he ſcribbled out againſt Chriſtians, 
: . proveeven ourof Scripture, Gey, 15, that Abra-:, 
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"ments of the two learned Fathers St, Chryft 
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or, The Vanity of Star-gazing. 5s 7 
ham was additedto, and honoured Divination and 
Aſtrology, which he will needs inferr out of theſe ** 
words, And he brought him forth abroad and. ſaid 
to him, lock up to heaven , and number the flars of 
thou canſt ;, and he ſaid to him , ſs ſhall thy ſeed be: 


And as for his, $kill and practice in Divination, _ 


he chinks he hach bit the nail on the head, td prove 
it out of theſe words, Take me a (ow of three 
years old, and a ſhi-geat of three years, and aram 
three years, a Tuttle alſo and a Pigeon ; who takin 
all theſe, aivided them by the midſt , and laid eac 
ewo pieces arow ont againſt the other , but the Birds 
he divided not, and the Fowls lighted upon the car- 
caſes, and Abraham drove them away, Then the 


 foreſhewing of his cravels, and the captivity of 


his poſterity for forty years ſpace is added; bur 
this errour, or rather madneſſe of Zulianxe is ſuf. 
ficiently and excellently confuted by Cycilinus”, in -* 
the end of the tenth book of that Treatiſe, which 
he ſer forth againſt that Apoftata, Others and 
as fooliſhly will ground the faith and credit of A- 
ftrolopgy upon that miraculous Star, which appear-. _ 
ed at the Nativity of our moſt bleſſed Saviour, - 
whoſe aſpet incited the three wiſe Men, and 
whoſe conduR guided them to finde out and 


' adore the worlds [Redeemer, God and Man Chrift 4 
Jeſus. But theſe fopperies and dreams are to the,_ 


full evicted and convinc't by the undeniable argu-. .Y 
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'- andSt. Gregory in their pithy Homilies upon. that 3 
|. part of the Gofpel. 

It is alſo no great matter to confute the grand | 
errour of Aſtrologers, by reaſons and arguments * 
aſſumed even from Theological Dofrineit ſelf, * 
for firſt of all St. Pax/, 1 Cor. 2. But man knows j 
not what himſelf ſhall do after certain (be they ; 
more or leſſe) years, nay even dayes : For as the 
Scripture tells us, Prov. 27. Boaſt not for to mer- 
row, being ignorant what the day to come may bring * 
forch, the way of man is not in his own hand , 
man propoſeth, God diſpoſeth. 

_ +, For not onely the heart of every private man, 
*  buteven of Kings and preateſt Potentates them- 
ſelves, isin the hand of God, who inclines, bends, 

F anddireQs it which way he beſt pleaſeth, if there- 

fore man be ignorant what is to befall him for the 

future , much leſſe can the babling Afrologer 
| know it: In concluſion, it is moſt certain, that 

' + the Devil himſelf, certain or infallibly , (if ac all) 

+ knows not things to come, or future contingents ; 

for if he had known what would have followed, 

he would never have egged on or pricked forward 
the Jews to have crucified and put to death our 

- bleſſed: Lord and Saviour, for certain he was, 

- thatby the death of the worlds Redeemer, Chrift 

 . Jeſus, the 'vaſte Empire and Power which he had 

# over mankinde, wasto be quaſht, ſhaken, and}. 

b. . guite overthrown: Neither would chat invererateY 
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and malicious enemy of mankinde (knew he what 
would happen) ſo vehemently aſſault the Saints 
d Z} andServants of God with his ſtrong temptations 
s * and allurements to (ir, well knowing that their 


| victory in overcoming his ſuggeſtions and illaſi- 
'5 2 ons are his utter confuſion, and higheſt check 
y 1 that may be co his unlimited pride and malice. 

IC ; | 

£- Of the vanity of Apollo's Oracles. 

0 8 EY 

- His truth may very well be aſſerted, and made 


: moſt apparent, trom the very Oracles which 

1, the Devils gave and uttered, ſuch as were the Ora- 
1. | cles and anlwers (ſo highly cclebrated, and moſt 
, # famous amongſt| the (reci-s) of the Delphian 
.- } Deity Apollo, which Por phiri:s a copious Author, 
e | and ſufficient witneſs in his book concerning Ors- 
r# cles, averreth had their whole refleRion upon 
tc} Aftologicall Divination : where he faith, That 
) whatſoever the Gods forete!l as decreed and de- 
fined by fate, that they imagined would come to 
|, = by the very motion andinfluence of the Rars , 
his Ew/ebixs tells us in the lixth book of Evan- 
gelicall Preparation: and the ſame Porphirine 
avoucheth, that! Apollo in theſe his Oracles oft= 
times proves a liar; for that the punRualand ex. 
quiſite knowledge of future things is not onely in- 
comprehenſible to mankinde, but even unto many - 
the Gods themiclves, ——_ , that when 
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they areimplored to anſwerTequeſts , they ſome- 
-” times lyethough not willingly , and ofctimes they 
ww do pre-admonilh their ſappliants , not to ask que- 
ftions, for that they cannot anſwer truly , yer fuch 
is the magneſs of men, chat they inſiſt , andas ic 1 
were, urge and compel them to ſpeak: The De/- || | 
phine God, ſeeing that by the poſition of the Hea- F/mil 
vens, and inferiour Bodies , Ne could not pive a | 
poſitive and ſatisfaftory anſwer , cries out to his || thi 
Prieft, to bridle that fury which had poſſeſt him, {| ma 
and not to uſe ſuch charming and enforcing lan- || fle: 
guage ; but if thou compel me to ſpeak, quoth | tin 
the Oracle, I will cell thee nothing but lies / and. I net 
| in another Oracle the ſame Apolo ſaid, The I ſpi 
* Stars afford me nothing to ſpeak this day, /In con- | for 
cluſion, Porphyrixs tells us, we have now diſco- | me 
vered from whence the falſity and leaſingsof the || of 
Oracles of our Gods proceed, ., fo! 
 - Emſebinsin (ixth Book of £vang, Prep. takes | G 
* Chis out of Porphyrizs his Book concerning Ora- || it. 
- cles, and thus delivers it to tbe publick view , There || pr 
| , was, faith he, in former time, a man whoſe names || th 
Was Oenomars, famous amongſt the Grecians, both || ar 
> for his ſingular Eloquence and' profound Philoſo- || D 
- phy, who often deceived and abuſed by the Del- 
- Phine Oracle, with great curioſity gatbered toge- 
- therall the Oracles he could gleane and lay hands _ 
= on, and wick exquiſite knowledge and skill confated 
em as falacious, ridiculous, and vain, ;  _-; 
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Why the Devils in| foretelling future things ſo 


often erre, 


Here are four reaſons why the Devils in fore- » * 
relling futuce events fo often and much 
/miſtake, | 
Firſt , they poſitively and peremptorily affirm 
things {which have their foi: dependance upon 
mans free will] which being both mutable and 
flexible unto all things as really free; doth ſome. 
times operate after a certain extraordinary man- 
ner; and again, being other while divinely in- 
ſpired, we do and a things contrary co what we 
formerly had intended , and by our own judge- 
ment and imagination thought expedient? Nay, 
ofttimes it falls out, :that what the Devil had © 
foretold and determined to bring to paſs(Almighty 
God forbidding and bindering it) he cannot make 
it his deſired Cataſtrophe. To conclude , the ſa- 
preme Deity not \unfrequently uſeth ro|effeR 
things in a way, different from the common courſe 
and ordinary providence ; and by this means the © 
Devil is very many times deceived and miftaken 2... ! 
And pray then , what rational ſoul will believe *} 
Aſtrologers infallibly to ſpeak truth , when we ſee 
the Devil himſelf cannot do it > what do I thus + © 
4 crouble my ſelf wich this infernal fiend , whenthe -: 
Poſt learned Divines and School-men affirm , - . 
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the 'Beatified Spirirs and Celeſtial Intelligen- 
ces, who clearly and face to face behold the Di- | 
vine Efſence , know the nature of the Stars and Jth 
Heaven, andall other Natural cauſes, yet cannot $ ha 
- / Prophelic of things tocome, which have their de- | +; 
 pendency upon mans free-will, unleſs it ſhall pleaſe if (6 
the Heavenly Majefty co give unto them a particu- | an 
lar revelation thereof , if it be not ridiculous to | 4: 
pive more power to Star-gazing Aftrolopers then || þe 

tified Spirits and Celeſtial Intelligences, I know | de 
not what we ſhall call madneſs. fo 


The Truth and Verity of Chriſtian Religion , can- 
wat cohere with the Truth of fwadicial Aſtrology, | 


ne 

fa 

ar 

| ti 

His diſcourfe and argumentation queſtionleſs 7 1; 

Y is moſt valid and convincing , if Chriftian j m 
Diſcipline and Religion be exaR, perfeR, and true, | yi 
CE 

la 

by 

a: 

fe 

" 


as no doubt but it is, then of neceſſity muſt 
that vain and impertinent Aſtrological Science or : 
Prognoftication , be falſe and erroneous , as ha- 
ving been ſeveral times taxed, cenſured , and con- 
demned of vanity and fallity by that Religion ; 
buc if Chriftian Faith be falſe and deceicful, which 
is ſpread in a manner over the ſuperficies of the 
- Whole univerſe}, and hath brought almoſt all Na- 
/ tions under{its {weet yoke and obedience, and hath 
now flonriſhed and been reſplendent theſe 1661. 
| yearscompleat ; if all the aRions of mortal and} 
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n- Fhumane creatures proceed from 'the motions of 
i- Frhe heavens, then| muſt it undeniably follow, 
1d F that the great ſtudy and propenſion which men 
Ot 3 have to imbrace, maintain, and defend the Law and 
e- ZFaithof Chriſt , maſt have its dependency upon 
ſe F ſome unreſiſtible and moſt powerfull conſtellation , 
1- # and therefore the heavens ſhould encline and in- 
O | ducemen foevil, for if the Faith of Chriſt ſhould 
n | befalſe, queſtionleſs it would be more falſe and 
v | deteſtable then any other ſe&, or opinion what- 
ſoever, for it teacheth, informeth , andillumi- 
nateth our ſouls concerning God and Divine Af- 
- | fairs, which (ſhould they be falſe , would palliate 
' and contain of neceſlicy moſt damnable tuperſti- 
tion and execrable impiety : bac ſceing that that 
$ {| life which is ſquared , direRed , ard puided by che 
1 5 modal frame ard rule of Chriſtian Faith, [/deſer- 
t 
r 


ceſſarily follow , that from the ſe!f-ſame Conſtel. 
} lation both good and bad ſhou!d be produced : 
bad in reſp<t of Chriſtian DoRrine, its fallity , 
* | and good for the admirablcneſs and excellent per- 
fectionof that life which 1s direftcd and confor- 
mable to the rule and ditamen in that DoErine. 
Addealſfo that the preateſt proof of our Chri- 
an Faith is, and the moſt perſpicuous and clears ar- 
gument of Divine! Providence ; that whatſoever 
hath hapned either concerning ocr Lord and Savi- 


2 our or his Church, all char (1 ſay) whatſoever 


he Vanity of Star-ga%ing. 1x |} 


yeth all praiſe and admiration, hence it would ne- 
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hath many ages ſince been prediQed and foretold 
by the holy Prophets uniformly, exactly, diftind. 
ly, and moſt*clearly : bur if ſuch a prediRtion| 
could poſſibly be made by Aftrology , that moſt i 
ſound and firm foundation of our Religion would P 
| utterly be ſhaken , totally ruined , and brought to 
| nothing andinfallibly chis DoQrine of Attrolo. 
logical divination is not onely deftruive to mo. 
ral Philoſophy , but verily even ſtrikes at the root 
of ſacred Scripture and all Theology , as much as 
liech in its power, for he who holds all the as 
_ and tranſations of men to depend on the Hea- 
' vens, the events, chances, and the like, to be fore-J 
ſeen, foretold , and made manifeſt by the obſer- let 
' vation of the Stars or Heaven , this man muſt al-| w 
ſo without queſtion, think mans ſoul to be mortal | he 
and material ; and that there is neither free will j - © 
nor any ſuch providence in Almighty God as our | 
Faith ceacheth us; and alſo chat the myfteries of 
our Chriftian Faith have their dependence and be- 
ing from the Heavens, and that all the miracles as 
well in the old as new Teſtament , although 
they have been ever eſteemed (as indeed really they ff © 
are) ſupernatural, muſt notwitbftanding be re- 
duced to Celeftial cauſes, vertues,. and influences. 
{ This dangerous opinion begets a more dangerous 
|  effe, viz. negleRt and pretermiſſion of good 
; works, afreedom and liberty to all lufts, appetites, 
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vices whatſoever, taxinp both humane and divine 
Laws of ſeverity and cruelty. Cajetan in his Sum- 
$ «la, where he treats of the obſervation of Stars, 
| chough not altogether in ſo eloquent and police a 
1q] phraſe, yet moſt pithily and truly thus writes , 
The obſervation of Stars concerning nativities of 
men, and humane occurances may three wayes 


ſuch things as are| myſteries of Chriſtian Faith 
to that pals, as to be ſubjeR to Celeſtial cauſes and 
4, | confteIlations. Secondly , if we look after fu- 
ture contingents, as things certain by reaſon of 
Celeftial cauſes. Thirdly, 1f any one tye his eleQi. 


leſtial influences, that he regulate and conform his 


# heavens or influences thereof; each of theſe three 
isa morcal ſin; Firſt, becauſeit is againſt the ſpi- 
f ritualneſs or ſpirituality of Chriſtian Religion, 


{ to change the courſe and motions thereof, accord- 


y feſt by experience. | Secondly, becauſe itis apainft 
"| the vericy of Chriſtian Religion, and free will, 
whereby we become controlers and maſters over all 
our aRons. Thirdly , it is againſt the dignity of 
Grace, and divine Law, and humane Underftand- 
Þ ivg, whereby we are elevated and placed above 


"FA 2 RAE Es I a I oo oo Lo 
- #6 6 in | oY IE 8 LITTER 
' WV anity 0 Far=-04%1M T2 ® 
or, y . HH 
& by, < 
_ Fe 


come into the compaſs of ſin : Firſt, if we reduce 
onsor intentions foto the law and guidance of Ce. 
£ life and actions according to che poſition of the- 


8 which mounts above the Heavens, and is of power 


h | 10g as it is written in the 148. Pſalm, The confeſ= | 
" | ſion of him above heaven and earth , which is mani- | 
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©  . thingscorporeal, and as wt ſhould much miſtake rio; 
©. -anderreto make our {elves ſubje& to the paſſions bly 
of hace, fear, hope, and the like, making thef! bec 
impetuouſneſs and violence of our pailions, a rule affc 
eo guide our aRions; ſo ſhould weina moſt high f thr 
degree, undervalue our ſelves, if we ſhould pro-{ bei 
pole the motion and influences celeſtial ro our f his 
ſelves, as a rule to order and regulate our ations | cei\ 
by : for they are bodies, and incline us according | 
to the ſway and inclination of our own pal- 
ſions. | } god 
St Luke in the Atts of the Apoſtles, chap. 19. {ed 
tells as, that many who were converted at Ephe. | ow 
ſw, by the preachinp and Sermons of St. Pax/, and j our 
formerly had followed curious Arts, brought their } 2, 

| books and burnt chem in publick. St. Auguſtine, | the 
a profound and grave Authour, averres, that choſe | ous 
books treated of Aſtrology, and matters belong- | ſtia 
ing to Divination : Neither did St. P.:#/ recon- | ney 
cile a certain Machemartician, that is, one who ad- | ger' 
dicted himſelf ro che ſtudy of this kinde of Afro- | bow 
| lopy, nor receive him into the boſqme of the | and 
- © Church, (although repenting himſelf of his for- | mar 
mer profeſſion) cill firlt he had performed moſt Þ on « 
ſolemn penance.. For as much as concerns this | led, 
matcer I will ſet down compendiouſly and {uc- | nite 
-_ cin&ly the words of St. Amugaſtine; therefore 
- after che enarration or explanation of the fixty 
- Plalm, when that Mathematician publickly os 
=; | HOES 
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ring pardon was brought before the publick aſſem- 
bly; chus writes that holy Door: This man 
ef became a good Chriſtian, and a zealous Penitent ; 
ej affrighted at the power of our Lord, humbly 
b | threw himſelf proſtrate before his mercies , for 
-| being ſedaced by the Enemy , during the time of 
r | his ſeducement he ſeduced others; being himſelf de- 
5 | ceived, he deceived others, inticed and cunningly 
| drew them on , ſpeaking many falfities and un- 
truths againſt God, giving power to men to do 
! good, but not power of not doing evil ; he affirg- 
. fed, that to commit adultery, was not done by mans 
{ own proper will, but by the power of YVews,, that 
| 


our own proper will committed not murther , but 
1 Mars; that 7-piter made man juft, and not God , 
, | theſe beſides many other deteltable and ſacrilegi- 
e | ous Tenets, by this means from how many Chri- 
. ſtians think you did he worm and ſcrew forth mo- 
- I ney; how many ſimple fools bought lies and for- 
- | geries of bim, of whomir is ſaid, Te ſons of men, 
- | how long ave you of htavy heart, and ſeek after lies, 
and love vanity : We may now believe that this 
man abborred lying, and the ruine and deſtruQi- 
on of ſo.many ; and perceiving bim ſeduced, mi. 
led, and couzened by the Fiend, being humbly pe- 
nitent and contrite is inpratiated and reconciled 
unto Almighty God, ' You are not ignorant that” 
it is written in the As of the Apoliles, Chap. 19s 
that many loſt and foriorn perſons, viz. men con- 
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fiding in ſuch vain Arts, and followers of that' pe: 
Riferous DoErine , brought all their books unto 
. the Apoſtles, and ſo many were burnt before the 
open aſſembly, and they caſt up the accompts olj 
them, and found the price to be tifry thouſand pie- 
ces of ſilver; and was all done tor the greater j 
plory of God, leſt ſuch men efteeming themlelveyſ ;, 
and caſt away, ſhould deſpair of his mercy, , 
who knows how co reduce and bring back what-f |, 
| ſoeveris gone aſtray. This man had as it wereſ g 
_ periſhed, was ſought after , was found, wasre:f f 
claimed, was reduc'd, he brings with him now bis} a, 
| Books, whoſe doctrine if he had followed would jg 
have calt him into the flames of eternal deſtrutti-f 
on ;. theſe he caſts into the devouring flames, ob-J w 
taining himſelf a moſt ſweet refreſhment of grace} ,, 
and mercy. Before the high and ſolemn Feaſt off q, 
the Paſche, (which wecommonly call Eafter) this jg, 
enitent ſought a remedy for his wounded ſoul, J,, 
om the indutgent Spouſe and.Church of Chriſt: 
but becauſe the Art in which he was fo delighted 
and lulled up, was fallacious, lying and deſtructive; 
he was put off and remitted to another. time, 
but-at length after trial, he was reconciled , leſt 
he might be more dangerouſly tempted. 
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How ſevere the Church hath brew in former times 
in her cenſure againſt this kinde of Aſtrologers. 


| ary Primitive Church this kinde of Aſtrology 
was reproved, forbidden, and condemned, as 
much as Art-Magidk, or Necromancy it ſelf, Epi- 
phanius in his Book,of Weights and Meaſures, tells 
us, that Aquila Ponticus , an expoſicer of Scris 
pture, was rejeted and caſt our of the Church, 
for that he ſpenc great part of his time in caſting 


and obſervation of Nativities,and other like Altro- 


logical obſervations. It is notto be paſled over in 
lence in this diſcourſe (ic being worthy our notice) 
what Exſcb. in his ſixth Book of Evangelical Pres 
peration, Chap. g. relates out of Orige» in his Come 
mentaries upon Geneſis , of this kinde of Aſtro» 
logy : The Gentiles from the Aſpefts and Conjuntts- 
on of the Stars , believe all things upon earth by ur» 
gent neceſſity to chance and fall out , which ftranze 
force and power they ſtile Fate, yea, and many imp 


3 the faithful ſtagger hereat, thinking it almoſt impe - 


ble that things ſhould «therwayes happen then as 46+ 
creed by the coaſtellatu.ns of the Planets ; fron 


Iwhence it followeth, that there ts mo liberty or free- 


jom in #15, mo att of ours can enher merit prasſe or 


praiſe ; and conſequently the juſt judgement of Al- 


p w bty God for etold in the Scriptare , wherchy ſome 
' ab rrovpp if rr do 
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ethers to eternal and perpetual felicity and beatitude, 


 Jhould be predicated as falſe ,, what needs more, faith 


st ſelf, the coming of our Saviour, all the travel and 


" Babour of the Prophets, the Apeſiles preaching and 


laying the foundation of the Church , ſhould all be 
vain, unleſs we ſhould ſay , that Chrift himſelf by 
the conſtellation of the Plantts was neceſſitated and 
SmpelPd by their power and force to do thoſe things 
which he did ; far be it from any Chriſtian to har- 


| Goxr (uch a thought, much more to _mtter ſuch blaſ- 


phemy ; andthat, what he ſuffered was nat by the po- 


J; 


tency and power of his deity or divinity , but by the 


force and verine of the Stars ; and ont of this impi- 
oxs ground and fundamental it alſo muſt be conclu» 
ded, that the faithful are forced by fate tobelievein 
Chriſt, that no diſtinftion can be made betwixt good 
and bad, that God muſt be the authonr of ſin , that 
moreward is due to men for what they have done, 
whether good or evil: to conclude, by this unſavor) 
Difrine , there is noneedof prayers , obſecrations 


-0r vows, roumpleore the aid and aſſiſtance of Almigh» 


75 God : Thus Origez. 
- Let Perer Deftiiaco hug himſelf in his conceit 
'of the (by him) ſo admired Aﬀrology, let him 


4dolizeit, and defendir, tooth and nail, let him 


beat his working brain co yoke it, and makeft 
walk band in band with Philoſophy, and (yea fe 


ſooth which Theology alſo) all which he ſhall nef {@ 
"yer bring to paſs, unleſs he can familiarize and... 
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make a league betwixr Falfity and. Truth ,' Lighe 
and Darkneſs, God andthe Devil ; and his impys» 
| | dency bluſheth not to aſſere, that the Deluge, or 
| (as weeall it) Noahs Flood, the Incarnation a 

| | Birth of our Saviour, and other high and admirg- 
* | ble myſterics and mirecles might have been prog- 
noſticated and foretold by the conſtellations and 
f 


conjunRions of the Stars and Planets. 


Concerning many moſt falſe and evidently impicut 


- Aſſertions. 
e | Ut that it may the more manifeſtly appear 
» how impious and execrable this doctrine is, 


-} 1 will here ſer before your eyes ſome, Aſſertions 
"{ and Decrees of thoſe men , whereby the impiety 
d} and wickedneſs of that Art may the more eaſily 
tf be diſcovered: Some of thoſe ſubtil DoRors 
ej affirm , that Aſars being ſeated benignly and 
7] proſperouſly in the ninth Region of the Heavens; 
} he is of ſuch power, that by his very preſence 
«| there, we may caft out devils from bodies poſlef- 
| ſed; others (as wiſe or rather prophane as the 
I former) make their boalts and braps , that by this 
Of their adored Art, they can infall:bly lay oped 
mf the moſt obſtruſe and hidden ſecrets of the con» 
L Lience, of any mortal creature breathing : bur 
OI this isa vulgate and common aſſertion (1 do not * 
1 lay a Mathematica] concluſion) that there are two 
. | Ez Planers 
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' Planets which are the authours and procurers of 


all humane felicity ; /cxa of what is bere preſent, | ; 


7wpiter of what is to follow in the life future, or þ 


world to come. Jaternus, a man higly confident 
and curious, and a preat Patron of thoſe lies and 
feigntments,after he bad diſgorpged himſelf of many 
things which happen to mortals, when Satzrs is 
conſticutein Leo; be addes what follows. Afcr 
born nnder ſuch a conſtellation ſhall be long-liv'd, 
and after their paſſage out of this ſublunary univerſe, 
by the application and additicnal help of wings , ſhall 
ſcar and mount aloft to the hizkeſt heaven : And his 
reaſonis, for that Satxr, being placed in Leo, re- 


duceth ſouls from the bodies of perſons ſo born, 


uncaged from innumerable cares and troubles in 
this mortal being , to the very Empyrium , the 
fountain of theirorigen. ef!/bamazar will needs 
perſwade us , that he whoſoever ſhall ask any 
| thing of Almighty God, the Eſſence of all good- 
_ neſs, when the Moon is conjoyned with Papiter in 
the Dragons head , queſtionleſs his Orations and 
Supplications obtain nor onely audience, but a full 


and plenary grant and confirmation of whatſoever Þ 


\ he imploreth, and this honeſt Perry Aponenſir 
 averteth , that he iound experimentally erue in 
himſelf , becauſe that he (when that conjunRion 
| was in its full power and vigour) had humbly ſup- 

-plicated to the higheſt for the gift and ſpirit of 
ſcience and knowledge of things ; and from that 
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| very moment (if you will be'icve him) he felt an 
> Þ incredible exuberance and ſuperabundant acceſ. 
| fion of knowledge. By theſe ard many ſuch 
like fopperies, wicked , deteſtable, and perni- 
| þ cious co Chriſtian Religion ; which although they 
' | would gladly ſeem to elevate and extol, yet do 
| they abſolutely take away the faith and belief of 
thoſe things which the holy Scriptore teacheth 
to be done, ſupernaturally, immediately, and 
' miraculouſly by God himſelf. There is no man 
ſo very much a blocus , or ({tupid in his intel- 
letual part, but may very well undeceive him- - 
ſelf, if his judgement have gone aſtray and 


&% 


nw *#,, # " 
A 


, 
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| erred herein. He tirat defires more accurate fa- 
11] tisfaRtion in this point, let him read Picus Mi- 
randulanus , who largely and learnedly handleth 

' { this ſubjeR , in ſeveral places, eſpecially Lib. 2. 

| Cap. 5. and in the tifth Book, Chap. the 11, and 

: ſo to the end thereof. | 
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Chap. 2. 


 Tudiciary Aſtrology Arraigned and 
Conwinc t by Philoſophy, and the 
Profeſjor s proved altogether 1010- 
rant of Celeſtial Things. 


Rave and learned Philoſophers, to demon. 
ſtrate Aftrological Divination, to be 
ridiculous and grounded upon no firm 
and ſolid baſis or foundation, aſſert their 

Theſes and Concluſions after this manner : Aſtro- 
logers cannot certainly know, the vigour, power, 
defluxions, or effes of the Stars, nay, had they 
that knowledge which they have not, yet were it 
- not ſufficient, for a full and certain foretelling 
of things hereafter to be contingent; and there. 
" fore it follows by neceſlary conſequence, and eyi- 


dently, that Aſtrological preditions are frivolous 
' vain, and fallacious. Two things are included in 
this argument, which are to be more at large elv 
cidated and explained, before further progreſs 
herein : The firſt is, that Aſtrologers are igno 


\ * rantof Celeſtial chings: The other, chat alchoughſ 
S  theywerereally and nndeniably moſt expert and; - 
ne 8}. 
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fallibly of future events 5 we will ſpeak,of the firft 
in this enſuing Paragraph. i or ker 


7adiciary Aſtrologers ignorant of Celeſtial things, 


rd Ue of this'which I ſhall now produce before 
he your eyes, I will plainly makeit manifeſt, _ | 
that Judiciary Aftrologers are ignornt of heayen- 
ly things and cauſes ; firſt therefore, it is very ig- 
tricate, hard, and laborious, to know thoſe things 
perfeRly concerning the Heaveus, which to. us 
2n-} ſeem more obvious and facile: as for inſtance, 
bej TheNature of the Heavens, the Magnitude, the 
m Number of the Orbs, the order within them- 
cir} . ſelves, the difference of dignity , the wyariety of 
-0-} motions; and to proceed a litcle further, the num- 
er ber of the Stars, the compariſon of them a- 
ej] mongſt themſclves, concerning their grearnellf, 
ich brightneſſe, power, and effets. The prand dil. 
"gh crepance and varicty of opinions of the beſt Phi- 
&-| lofophers berein, which we finde giyes a, moſt clegr 
il and perfet notion of this difficulty, | .4riferle, 
5s] whom the world ac«now!zdgech the Prince of 
nj Philoſophers, candidly. and ingenuouſly| confeſſed, | 
that concerning many Celeſtial things] be bad no {8 
certain or exquilite knowledge, but onely an jima- 
ginary and conjeural skill, and being deſtitute of | 
real and manifeſt reaſons, he was compelled to 
#-: make uſe of probable p5inencs and conjeRures, | 
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peruſe and read over Ariforle bimſelf in his ſe- 
cond Book de Clo, Text 17. 34.60, & 61, which } mo! 
” if ic be ſo, who will givecredic unto Aftrologers, | wh: 


| .(whoas all muft grant, being as perſpicuous as the- | eacl 


| fun at noon-day) are not' co be compared with | as h 

_ -thoſe great Maſters in Philoſophy) chat thoſe } Qu 
{ things in che Heavens by the judgement of Philo- | jike 
fophers are moſt obftruſe, and ro mortals, incom- | ran 
prebenſible ; I ſay, the vertue and forerelling cer- | anfſi 
| Tainly of things to come, ſhould be ſo clear, and  icp 
f. experimentally known, not 
| © Let usnow alittle make bold with theſe all-di- | (ho 
| Yioing Aſtrologers, and ſomething entrench upon | mo! 
| -. their paMence, that they will be pleaſed , out of | mo 
their profound knowledge to enucleare and enode | the 
unto us ſome of the more ealie queſtions and | Infl 
 Cotibts concerning che Heavens : As firſt, whe- | of 
ther the Heavens be of a ſimple and uncompound- | the 
ed, or a compounded matter-and form ?, and then | fe 
- whether the matcer of the Heavens be fuch as is | far 
* That of ſubtunary things, or different, and divers | ſen 
from it? wherher Heaven be animate or inanimate? | eſp 
whether it he moved by its own proper ſtrength, | Co: 
and by it ſelf, or extrinſically by an Angel? by what | Let 
", means the dignity and excellency of the Heavens | ust 

- one from another (hall be eſtimated, judged, and | ry! 
| made manifeſt? What the reaſon may be, 'why | der 
| gllthe Orbes are nor. ircumagitated and wheeled | feei 
"TY aboyc by one onely Raion! but that ſome are | unt 
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forced by one, ſome by more, and others by fewer - 
| motions? Let theſe Grandees diſcover unto us 
what force and power properly belonging unto it 
each (tar hath upon Mectals, Vegitables, and ſach , 
as have fruition of vital ſpirits ard life. Pur theſe 

] Queſtions and Interropatories unto them, or ſuch 
like,. and we ſhall finde theſe Aſtrologers igno- 
rant, weak, and altogether unskilful co return an 
anſwer, how thencan any man with reaſon think 

it poſlible, or worthy belief, that men who know 
not ſach things as are more obvious and trivial, 
ſhould give an account or judgement of things 
more remote and hidden from the knowledge of 
mortals. After this let them inftru&t and teach-us. . 
the defluxions and effcRts which flow, and have 
Influence over the ſeveral and diſlipated Regions 
of the world, and then perchance we may believe 
them, when they ſouth us up with rhe future ef- - 
fets of the ſtars, for who knows not thart it is 
far more calie to apprehend and know things pre- 
ſent , then thoſe which are to come and tuture, 
eſpecially things ſubjeR to mutability , where the 
Contingents are various, and therefore uncertain. 
Let them likewiſe. make manifeſt and expreſs unto 
us the occult properties and power which ſubluna- 
ry things have (which we rather admire then un- 
derſtand) in Stones, Herbs, and Animals, for thefte _ 
ſeeing they arein a. manner obvious and conjun& 
| vnto us, and ſubjected almoſt co all our ſenſes, - *? 
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and which by daily experiments may be found out 
and diſcovered, certainly muſt have a more ex- 
preſs motion and plain diſcovery : But the intelli. 
- genceof heavenly things muſt needs be of a far 

greater difficulty and labour, Heaven being ſo far 
remote and diſtant from us, and onely diſcoverable 
by the ſole ſeoſe of the eye, which ofttimes is de- 
ceived, and brought into errour through the lon- 
ginquity of Intervals, or the violent and ſwift 
whirling about of the Heavens , the depraved and 
indiſpoſed affetion of the medium ,. or of the 
fight; che fault and imperfeQtion of the Aſtro- 
habe, Tables, or other Aſtronomical Inſtruments; 
and this we fiode atteſted in the ſacred Scripture, 
Wiſdom, Chap. 9g. For the body that is corrupted 
$erthencth the ſaul, and the earthly habitation pref 
ſeth down the underſtanding that thinketh man) 
things ,, and we do bardly conjefture the things that 


are in the earth, and the things that arein fight wel 


finde with labeur , but the things that are im the 
Heavens who ſhall ſearch out , and thy ſenſe who 
ſhall know, wnleſs thou give wiſdom , and ſend 
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_ thine holy Spirit from on bigh ? This ſufficiently 
confutes Aſtrologers, who pretend to diſcover all 


humane eveats, of which moſt bave their depen-| 


upon the moſt inſcrutible will and conncel« 


'D the mott High and Mighty God. 
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ut 

"I Againſt the fititious Antiquity which theſe men 
7 vainly boaſt to have coneernmg obſervations. 

yp Bove al] ,our Aftrologers boaſt and brag,thax 
a. they haveobſervations atteſted and confirm- 
1. | ed by their events of 1 know not how many , yea 


| innumerable years, beyond the limits of compu- 
14] ration almoſt, our of which their art hath its ra- 
het dix, original, and perfeRion, for ſeeing chain 
the revolution of time elapſed, divers things bave 
;.| been produced and come to pals, the ſame ſigns 
. preceding , by the due minding and obſervation 
4 whercof, their Arc was conflate and compleated, | 
/-| and therefore they endeavour to perſwade us, that || 
the Chaldeans through their diligent Aſtrological 
| obſervations, during the ſpace of four hundred. 
| and ſeventy thouſand years, bave brought forth 
| this admirable birth, I mean the profound Art of 
| Divination, to its full maturity and perfe&ion-: _ 
{| But how childiſh, hRirions, and improbable this is, 
y 

ll 

1 


is thus eaſily diſcovered. 'Altrologers (ler them 
brag what they pleaſe) could not ſo many thou- , ji 
ſand times colle&t and gather , no nov>twice'or if 
' thrice, thoſe obſervations and experiments; 'for 
-the face and aſpect of the Heavens, and the poſi- 
'} - tion of all the Celeſtial Signs, which was once, _ 
'} © ſhall ſcarcely or never, or at leaſt not till immente | 
oo cron of pears, return and be the ſame + For f 
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the oohch Orþe , in which. the wandering Stars 
' havetheir being, compleats and finiſherh not its 
courle before the expiration of thirty and ſix thou- 
land years; and the moſt learned Machematicians 
demonſtrate by convincing arguments , that the 
motions of the Heavens are incommenſurable; and 
therefore the ſame Aſpe of the Heavens, and po- 
ficion of the Stars cannoc frequently happen. 


The Phiioſopher Phaworinus in his fourteenth. 


| Bi, ApudGellizm, and firſt Chapter, confirms 
þ this reaſon with admirable perſpicuity , elo- 
* quence, and clearneſs : Jf (ſaich this learned Au- 
thour) the Chaladtans obſervations were grounded 
after this manner, towit , to make a ſtrift obſerva- 


ron, mnder what habit, form, and poſture of Stars | 


a childe ſhonld be born, end then from his non-age and 
wer) cradle, even to the Cataſtrophe and laſt period 


F of bu life , toregiſter and record his fortunes, condi. 


cron , qualities , and inclinations , together with the 


 etrcumſtances of bis affairs and tranſaftions, and then 


( 4s they ſuppoſe the manner was) put \all thoſe col- 
lettions npox a File , and enrol them mupon Record , 


8 and afterwards whew the ſame Stars ſhould meet in 


rhe ſame manner , aud have the ſame poſition , que- 
flionleſs they muſt weeds tell the ſame fortune to anj 
{- _ owe born xnder [uch a conſtellation, If this was the 
| 2947, and ont of thu principle they grounded the foun- 
YE "-___ of that Diſcipline , it us altogether weak, aud 
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« | 480%, this Orbe of Circle of Obſervation may be per- 
; | felted ; there is no Aſtrologer but mrſt know , that 


theſe Stars which are callegerratical, or wandering, 
and the fatal effitients of all thoſe things, do mot, 


. unleſs in an innumerable and almoſt infinite number 
of years , return to the ſame poſture, and with the 
' | ſame habit from whence they wheeled and wandered ; | 


'ſo that, noorder or tenor of obſervaticn , no memor 
whatſoever, no nor the very charafter of ſuch Letters 


*| "and Monuments could be preſerved or endure ſo, 
long a time; Thus Phavorings. T 
: And if it ſhould be granted that Aſtrologers i 
ſhould dive into the ſecrer force and defluxion of 
þevery Star ſeperately, and alone by ir ſelf, what ' i 
force and power'Stars have when they meer, and * 
 conjoyn, and are mingled, either in the Heaven, 
Air, Earth , inſublunary things or.cheir aRions; i | 
this is not to be diſcovered, Reader obſerve what 
Origen writes upon Geneſis, cited by Exſebins, to- k 
wards the end of his ſixth Book of Evayy. Prep. | 7 
Such things as they affirm ( Aſtrologers) to come ro i 
paſs by the comm:xture, compoſition, and temperatwre | 
of ſeveral Aſpefts , this very thing ſhews their igno=» "16 
'rance ; for whocan tell the harm pretended by a ma= 
lign Aſpeft, the Conftellaticn of the benign and pro- | 
pit ious concurring ; avd whether the malign detards 
that which the benign beſtows , becauſe it points ax | 
the others location; and whether it change or re= _ 
change, or what commixture is made, what mancan i 
.- | Eph judge ' | 


= 
|  Nof clearly or not at. all to be ſeen; and if thoſe 
-* Aﬀtrologersconfels there are many not known to 


. Other Stars, which they know not, the effeAs may 


| bigneſs, andthercefore muſt needs have great 


judge or perceive , he whoſoever ſhall ſeriouſly pe- 
netrate into thoſe myſteries, ſhall finde that they 
are not to be comprehended by humane wit and 


capacity , wholocver ſhall make experichent of | 


theſe things, (halltinde Fortune-tellers and Na. 
tivity-caſters, oftner ro erre then ſpeak the truth, 


 wherefore //aia\, as if theſe things were totally 


impoſlible, hath chis ſaying to the daughter of the 
Chaldeans, che grand proteſſors of this myſtery, 


' Let thee Aſtrolcgers come and make thee whole , let 


the Scnthſaers tell what i; ta betide thee ,, by which 
weare admoniſhed, that even the moſt expert Cal. 
deanin this Art, cannot foretel| what will alot un- 
to every Nation. 

there are many Stars, which are either 


them, and more not perfeQly diſcovered ; where- 
fore then preſume they ſo confidently to prediR 
eyents to enſue out of thoſe few Stars, whoſe pow- 
erthey know, ſince through the influxions of the 


be cither hindred or become various ; unleſs they 
will impadently and abſurdly fay , that the Stats 
which they know not have no power or influence 
atall : It is manifeſt amongft the Afſtrologers 
themſelves, chat in che eighth Heayen there are 


1022 Stars , of which each exceeds the earthin | 
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and power; but of all theſe, Afﬀrologers have 
lietle or no knowledge for that their prognoftica- 
ting skill conſiſts chiefly inthe obſervation of the 
Planets ; in which they altogether trifle away their 
time ard ſpend their dayes, Seneca, a man of a 
perſpicacious judgement well perceived this, when 
in his ſccond Book of Natwr. Queſt, Cap. 32. 
he expreſſeth bimſelf both eloquently and learned- 
ly in theſe words. What cther thing « it (faith he) 
which leadeth Nativity-caſters into error , but chat 
they content themſelves with the notion of a few 
Stars in calculating of Natiwvities , whey all which 


” 
—— 


are above 5, arrogate and challenge a power and in- 
fAnence over us; theſe which are lower and nearer 
have power over ## , and thoſe which are more fre« 
quently moved reflett otherwayes upon u4 and other 
animals : Furthermore thoſe Stars which are im 
moveable or by their inperceptible volocity ſeems ſo to 
be, challenge a right and dominion over us. 


Of the ſtrange Star which ſome ears paſt appeared, 


tres years paſt we beheld a new and ſtrange 
Star, never before that time conſpicious in 
the Heavens, which Aftrolopers affirm had its po. 
fition in the ſame place where the fixed Stars have 
their being. This Star (whereas for a time it ap- 


un 
on 


|: peared viſible to oor view) ona ſudden diſappeared 
-torally and vaniſhed from our ſight ; this was ei- 
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ther generated in the Heavens, and afterwards 
corrupted (and *cis like the ſame may happen to 
other through long iatervals of time), or clſcir 
had its being above che Planets and wandering 
Scars, which have their proper paſſages alchoygh 
unknown to us; or above. w concluſion in the 
eighth Heaven, which we eſteem wanderingand un- 
fixed, which alſo hath its proper motions and 
operations; of which Hypparchnus famous for his 
knowledge in Aſtrology ſecims to doubt, as Pliny 
+ inthe 27. Chap. Book 2. teſtifieth : Hypparchus, 
faith he, a man n2ver ſufficicatly praited , difco- 
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by the motion whereof, upon the day of irs appea 
-rance, he made a great doubt whether this might 
| be uſual, or whether thoſe Stars which we deem 


vered in his cime chat a tirange Star was produced, | 1 


' fixed, were moveable: Great Aftrologers think |] 


ie. much eo concern their Art, to anderſtand cer- 
tainly the concordance, and diſcrepancy berwixt 
the ewo Zodiacs,the one of the eighth,the ocher of 
the ninth Heaven; which nevertheleſs they hall 
; never finde our, for thac the ninth Heaven hath nei- 
* | ther Star nor light . neither can any thing concern. 
ing it be diſcovered, except motion, and that one. 
| ly from the motion of the eighth Heaven : And 
certain it is , that Aſtrologers can give no account 
. of what condition cheſe two Zodiacs were at the 
. creation of the world ; becauſe a certain and} 


-  exaQt account of the time of the worlds creation, 
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to'this day cannot be acquired; ſome atcount and - 


- number of years (ince that time may be had and 


aimed at, but of dayes and hours very difficile, if 
noc impolſlible; and yet notwithſtanding ſach & 1! 
compurcation is very neceſſary and requiſite to the 
doQrine of Aﬀcology. 


What a di ficult thing it w puntiually to obſerve what 
force the Aſpetts of the Stars have in every mans 
Nanny. | | 


He poſition of the Stars in the very moment 


4 ww wn. ct 1 5 wm” AY 


in which oneis born, without a manner of. 
frrour Or Miſtake can ſcarcely be attained unto : Ic 
a matter of difficulty to diſcover the very point 
of time in which any ones bora , and rightly to 
oblerve the Aſpect of the Sars which then reign 
and have- influence in that very moment, or as [ 
may fay Atcome, for ofttimes vapours and clouds 
deing interpoſed, do either quite take away, obful- 
cate, or ſhut from us the fight and afpect both of 
Heaven and Stars: and above all, the moſt rapid 
and ſwife wheeling of che Heavens brinps it ſo 
about, that it is fleeted and flown away before we 
can take perfe& cognizance thereof ; for in almoſt 
every moment the face of the Heavens, and a di- 
verſe poſtare of the Stars is exiſtanr. Aſtrolo- 


{pers confidently profeſs that they will exzRly tell 
Jyon the fortunes and cycats of any man, (ſv that 
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he may but know the certain time of his birth, ad 
but ſuch an exaR, ſubcil, and punQual knowledge | tc 
(as is neceſſary for an Aftrologer) is very hard to 
" be come by, let us ſuppoſe for example, that 
' Oliver was born the 56 year from this cime , the | $5? 


' 7 of September, atten of the clock, either at the his 
| .+ beginning, middle, or end thereof : but that mo- wh 
| | ment, or almoſt nothing, or little ſomething of | 
time, wherein O/;ver fell from his Mothers womb, Ga, 
and came into this world , neither the Midwife, ſtil 
Parents , or Aſſiſtants can directly and exactly al. A 


' | fareyouof, as it is neceſſarily requiſite for the | **" 
' Aftrologerif heintend to divine aright. $: 


I cannot by any means in this place paſs away 


without ſetting down the words of Saint Baf/, ſh 
who treated of this ſubje& accurately and preſ- | YO 

| fiog, which I onely have glanced at by the way, the 

. and ſlightly touched : his words are theſe, which he this 

| leftwrittenin an Homily upon a part of Geneſis, | 1iV* 

| The inventors of calculating Nativities, perceiving | * d 
| . thatin a long interval of time many Figures and | © 
| '. Aſpects ſlipt by and eſcaped the reach of their Sci- chil 
ence, contraRed' their meaſures intoa very com- | 57 
pendious and ftrait limit of time, and as the Apo- | 2 < 

Rle calls it, a moment of time, or twinkling of an || \**| 

eye; andin this yery moment of time, there is very j 9a! 
great difference and deſparity betwixt nativity and A 


| | nativity; for he that is even now born, ſhall be 
- inveſted with regal dignity, wear rhe — per- | 8g 
adven- | "D 


-", 
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adventnure of an Empire, give Laws to ſeveral Na- 
cions, and abound in all worldly proſperity z 
when he that comes into the world, evenimme- 
 diately after, ſhall be poor, deſpicable, a Va- 
gabond, Jugler, Hocus Pocus, andit may be, beg 
his bread from dobr to door : that Orb therefore 
which is called | the Signifer , being divided into 
twelve parts when the Sun in the ſpace of thirry 
dayes hath paſt che rwelfth part chereof , which is 
ſtiled by Aſtrologers,izerrans,or wandering ; every 
of theſe rwelve parts they divided into thirty par- 
cels, and then thoſe parcels, each being divided 
into lixty minutes ; theſe minutes again they ſub- 
ivided after the ſame manner into ſixty more. 
he birth chetefore of one newly come into the 
world being determined , let us obſerve whether 
thefe skilful maſters with all their Art, can keep 
| chisio exaQ diviſion of time. The woman is de- 
livered of her burthen, the Midwife looks whether 
| itbe male or female, next ſhe hearkens to hear ic 
| cry, as a preſage of the life and ſtrength of the | 
childe; afcer ſhe brings the infant co the Aſtrolo- 
ger, and when ſhe pratcle; with him as pgoſſips uſe 
todo, during all theſe petty tranſaftions lince the 
little one was an inhabitanc of this world , how 
| many minutes as we may conjecture have paſt 
| away , eſpecially if the Artiſt were not in the 
| || Chamber, but in ſome other remote place expeR-. 
ing the news > Again, whilſt he is accommodating F 
| | D' 2 bis Þ 


—— 
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his Inſtruments of Arc , to-/inveltigate the exaR 


and preciſe time , whether nournal or diurnal, 
how many minutes fly away : and here again when 
the Star is diſcovered which denotes the time and 
minute, then comes the twelve parts, the thirty 
parcels, into which each of thoſe is to be divided, 
then the ſubdiviſion of choſe parcels into ſixty mi- 
nutes to be examined and canvaſed over; and al. 
though they can never attain to ſo preciſe and 
' punQtual a finding our of the exact time, yet they 
; affirm this muft neceſſarily be done inthe wander- 
| ing and unfixed Scars to know what diſpoſition 
| | and habitudethey have with choſe which are tixed, 
| | and whatlike figure is amongſt them , when th 
infant was born , things ſtanding in this ſort, tha 


by reaſon of the variation of that moſt ſhore time | 
a certain knowledge without errour is impoſllible 


to be had , not by the vain and fooliſh ſtudents 
of this Art, whogape after a thing impoſlible to 
| | be atrainded, bur alſo thus filly creatures who 


1 | run after them as Prophets, and Wiſe men, deſerve 


1 the fools coar, cap, bauble and all. 
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Chap. - 
Suppoſing Aftrologers to know the 


venly Matters , yet by et: ht Rea- 
ſons it ſhall be made manife ft. that. 
they are not able to elf furure 
Events. 


+ 
- 
. 
) 
) 
- 


Et it paſs with a Tranſeat , as School-men 
fay , that Aſtrologers ( as they impy- 
dently and fooliſhly arrogate unto 
n themſelves) have the perfe&t knowledge 
| and ſcience of the Heavens and Stars; yet allthis, 
notwithſtanding I will make good that they can- 
not divine and fortel future contingents and that 
| by ondeniable and convincing reaſons; and thus 
by many and valid SN I confirm it, 


| Eight Reeſens, by which it t5 Jad, that even out of 


cannot be fortrold, 


Es | The firſt Reaſon. 
Tis a yul ge nd ell rn principle 
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concerning its eſſe or being , ſo it is concerning its 
cognition, viz. by reaſon of. the cauſes for 
which every thing is made and hath its being , by 
rhe ſame it ought to be known, if we intend to 
have a perfe&t knowledge thereof : but to the ge- 
neration and production of future particular 
events, not onely heaven concurreth but alſo a 
particular cauſe ; heaven is an univerſal cauſe , ,by 
which it is manifelt, that this vigour and efficience 
mult alſo be univerſal and indeterminate to pro- 
. duce particular effets, but the power and force 


: 
i 


of Heaven is decerminated by particular cauſes, 
in which reſpet  A4riſotles ſaying is moſt trae 
The Sun and Moon generate man, particular <e 
fets although foraſmuch as belongeth to the ef- 
- feRion and conſervation, they have their'depen- 
dance on cauſes univerſal , yet for what belongeth 
to their proper nature and natural proprieties, as 
well ſpecifical as individual, they rather emrlate 
and imitate a particular then an univerſal cavſe. 


— 


Beſides Celeſtial Canſes, the knowledge of particu- 
* lar Cauſes miſt requiſite to know their effefls, 


"FF therefore over and above Celeſtial Cauſes for 
[ the producing of futnre effects, it be neceſſary 
to have a particular efficient cauſe and matter apt- 
ly prepared, of which if the one be wanting na 
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neceſſity conclade, that for the prenotion of future 
effets the knowledge of Celeſtial Cauſes is not 
ſufficient : and this is in daily experimentals mani- 
feſteduntous ; we bebold the painfal Husband- 
man at the ſame time , and under the ſame aſpe&t 
of the Stars to ſowe ſeveral ſorts of Grain , from 
which alſo ſeyeral and diſtin ſuccreaſes accrew, 
which diverſity cannot proceed from the Stars, but 
from the ſeveral ſeeds themſelves; with which St. 
Auguſtine agrees ſaying : ben many bodies of ſe- 


veral kindes, whether ammate, herbs, or ſhrubs, are | 


ſeminated in the ſame punttslio of time , and at the 
ſame inſtant; afterwards i:numerable increaſe us 


| produced , and not in ſeveral, but inthe ſame regi- 
" ons and places of the earth , and of ſuch admirable 


variety , in the ſpringing, growth, flouriſhing, ver= | 
tues and faſſims; and will not men ( as the old adage |: 
#) laugh at their own folly if they conſider theſe | 
things ? and what I pray can be more fooliſh and [ot* 
tiſh, then being convinced by theſe daily experiments 
10 ſay, that man and onetly man is ſubjetted ro the fa- 
tal decree «nd influence of the Stars : Theſe lat Þ 
words of St. Aug. Phavorinus the Philoſopher 

expreſſeth more amply ſaying : If the pericd, time, © 
deſtiny, and cauſe of mans life had its dependance up- 


. on Heaven and the Stars; what will they ſay of. 


flies, worms, and many other animal culums, as well © ; 
volant and ceptible, as najant , are theſe tyed tothe 


fame laws of produttion and expiration as man ; have 


= OS 3 l 
WL EE 22 Wt” 
'F-7; 0, SAM III 


D 4 . Frogs | 


; 
. 
go 
| 
: 
w 
i 
x 
4, 
& 
5 
Lal 
T 
$A 
t " 
72. 
;B. 
2 
*VA4 
Ns! 
+: 
v 
$ 
i 
+} 
8d 
* 1 
& 
Q 
x « 
5 
«” 
e'7 
þ 
LE 
+ 
P 
"of 
{ 
I 
q; 
4 
%:Y 
#5 


Ts ID og IIS 
OR TORY (g5-- o Ys 


6 0906 
OR ern ne Wang wp nb AS. «Ae ets ne ber err nt rn ney non regs orgs ne nd Fer 


9K Ot | 

; 3 "3 CONS ef 4 

© nr | 
O14 


>4 - BEN $+ Ke A 
+ 2 COT. LL cn A IE J 
> 22 Og fo ro <2 s OO AIP GR 
wy COSI £4 Us \ p 


af 40. Ie Tfrolooer p 1016 dz. = 
. Frogs and Flies their prode fon , being, and fi 


from the influexce and motions of the Stars, if youu 
Aſtrologers will nat grant thu , why affirm or that 
the power of the Stars bath ſach prevalent pover 
over mankinae , and yet prove defeftive in other 
creatures ? 


' Of the yo Birth and unequal Fortune and E vents 


of T wins, 
T be ſecond Reaſon. 
\ Ereit true as Aſtrologers would perſwade 


us', it mvſt neceffarily follow , that 5 
twins who are conceived and born about the ſame. 
time , muſt needs in all things ſympathize and be 


alike ; yet dajly experience ſhews the contrary : 
but to wave all other diſi militudes, it often hap- 


- pens, that the one twin proves a male, the other 
_ a female: *Tistrue, Cicero in his Book of Divi- 
wation tells us of Proclus and Emuriſtvenes Lacede- 
 wonian Kings and twins , yet their ends were un- 
; like, andthe glory of their aRions much diſcre- 
'. pant: butaboyeall, that which we read in the ſa- 
| cred Textisan all- ſatisfying example ; 7acob po 
- E/ax proceeded from the ſame 
Tn Row, 9. ſufficiently tells us, and at the "Foe © 


© -hime boro, roy whey feverally inclin- 


Iu  Hagretiog ia coodirinns, O—— 
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+a The in judgement; and differing in other. 
habits and qualities, neither availeth that lurkiog 
hole or after-game which Aſtrologers keep as a 
reſerve to recruit them when the day is almolt loſt, 
ſaying, that rhat ſmall parcel of time which inter- 
ceded betwixt the nativity of the two twins, 
though ir eppear littie, or nothing tous, yet in 
the Heavens , by reaſon of the valtneſs thereof, | 
andthe inconceptible wheeling and molt quick mo» 
tion , maketh 'a wonderful difference and Vas 
riation, 

Nigidins Figulu goes about to demonſtrate 


lerity, wha with ink or ſome other material apt . 
o'make impreſlion perſpicable , twice endeayout- 
ed to hit the ſame mark, and at the ſtopping of the 
| wheel, found the ewo ſeveral impreſſions, not far 
remote one from another : This ſignifies nothing, 
and gives. as little ſhelter to che Aſtrologer , as 
an uncovered Barn to a weary Paſſenger in a great 
ſhowre of rain: for althaugh in the nativity of 
twins their might be ſome demurr or interval, yet 
in their conception there was not any: and if the 
condition of the canſtellation under which a man 


5 in a wheel , circumapitated with all poſlible 


born, beſo immediately variated , the proper 


and exaR time of any nativity mult needs be to 
Bs _—_ gpomenile To conclude, we. 
egories argument to make this. 


If FI he) 7 acob and Eſaw are not to be. 
houghe 
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thought born under the ſame conſtellation becauſe 
not born'together, but the one after the other ; by 
the fame reaſon we may infer , that no individual 
man is born under the ſame confteljation, becauſe 


| heis not tocally produced together, but piecemeal 


and joynt after joynt; as firſt the head, then 
ſhoulders, next back , and ſo till he come to the 
feet; and 7acob was ſo near to his Brother , that 
he held his foot in his hand. | 

- | Phavorinw diſputing againſt the Chaldeans up- 
on this point , handles the matter exactly, and 
with ſingular accuteneſs : I would have them 
(quoth he) to anſwer me in this, If the moment 


of time in which man at his birth hath his ey 


alotted, be ſo cxiguous and fleeting , chat in the 
ſameinſtant, and under the ſame Circle. of Hea- 


| ven many cannot have their beings, after the ſame 


nary ; and that therefore Twins have'not 
the ſame fortune , becauſe not produced at the 


fame moment of time ; let them make it, I ſay, 
appear, by what means they themſe]ves can diſco- 
ver, or attain unto the exat knowledge of the 


- courſe of that ſwift flying and vaniſhing time, 


which by the cognition of our intelleRual part 
can ſcarce be comprehended ; and yet notwith. 
Randing they averr, that in the headlong tumb-. 


| I | ling, and wheeling about of dayes and nights, 
{| _. eventhelcaſt moments produce immenſe 
|  Dirablechanges: Hitherto Phavoriure. 
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St. Aug. alſo gives great light to this diſcourſe 


hoods ©©-24 
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of Twins, and handles it learnedly in his ifth Book 


of the ( ity of Ged : in ſome of his firſt Chapters, 


ahd in the ſecond Book of Chriſt. Do. where he. 


puts Aftrologersto cheir wits end, if not to a non- 
pfus ; for if in ſo ſhort a moment of time all things 
admic a change, that not onely ſeveral , but for 
the moſt part contrary things may happen, who 
can predi@ or | foretel in the nativity of a childe 
any certainty ; ſince it is moſt certain , thatthe 
yery moment of time, in which he was conceived 
and born, is impoſlible co be exaRtly known by 


Gs power, influence, and vertue over mankinde in ge- 

be neral; yet mans capacity to this very hour could. 

4-1 never reach unto what vigour and force they baye. 

Def inthe individuals, becauſe the alpeRt of Heaven, 

Ot] and poſition of the Stars in every particular oati- 

he vity.cannot be attained unto, and this by reaſon 

Y, | of theincomprehenſible ſwiſt motion of the Heg- 

0 | vens. and Stars out-ftrips and prevents the dull 

a ſlowneſs of our apprehenſion and obſervation. 

1 The third Reaſon. 

1 * Letus lay aſidethe diſcourſe of Twins, whoſe 

, | interrupt birth may well puzzle Star-gazers, and 

. ; behoſd and cake into conſideration, thouſands of þ 
 pativities , a the very lame time, and ingbe ſame, "| 


< any; ſuppoſeir granted that the Stars have great 


< 


5 Y 7 
44 The Aſtrologer Anatomiz.'d: |} rin 
Kingdome, under the ſame aſpeRt and poſition of ſe 
Heaven and Stars, and the Children begot by di- 
vers Parents; Aſtrologers muſt needs give the rok 
ſame judgement, and pronounce the ſame fortune 
co all thoſe being born under the ſame conſtellati. |} *; 
on, and daily expecience ſhews the contrary , if 
for how many throughout the whole world, are 
conceived in the ſame moment, and at the ſame 
time born ; and yet in their capacities, wits, je 
manners , yearelipion , life and death , there is a lik 
vaſte diſfimilitude and diſproportion. In the || * 
great Battle which Haxzibal fought againſt the $: 


omans , how many , both greac Commanders 
and ordinary. Souldiers periſhc and loſt their lives , 
and yet no man is ſo deſticate of reaſon, or deſti- } , 
# eunteof judgement, as to think all thoſe men born | 
*: under the fame conſtellation and aſpeR of the , 
& Stars; andin that admirable Sea fight, and plori- 


i} ous Viftory obcained againſt che Turks in theſe lat- | * 
| ter times, to the immortal glory of Chriſtians, | , 


l . will any man beſo fooliſh as to think and affirm, 
{ thatall thoſe miſcreants who periſhed there and | , 


[ : Phave. | 
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rinw tells us yet further, ſaying, How many of both 
ſexes of all ages , born under ſeveral conftella- 
tions , either by earthquakes , falling of howſes, 
taking of Towns, ſhipwrack , or the like, bave 
come to the ſame ſad end , and in the ſame mo- 
ment of time , mhich could never have come to paſs 
if the ſame fortune and deſtiny attributed ro every 
one at bis nativity , and the power of that moment 
bad had its pFoper farce and vertue , or laws pre- 
ſcribed ; and if | ſame things and events concerning 
the life and death of men born at ſeveral times , by a 
likeneſs of conſtellations bapuing after , may ſeems to 


cannot the parity bring itto paſ[s,that many SOCrates, 
Antifthenes, and Plato's ball have their exiſtence, 
and being, in form, feature, wit, qualities, through 
their whole life and death all alihe and ſemblable, 
which yet 1s smpoſſible ,, and therefore Star-gazers 
have but a ſilly ſhift by this argumentation, to make 
us believe that men born unaer ſeveral and diftin&t 
conſtellations may have the ſame final end and Ca- 


toſtrophe. 
The exquiſite Argumentation of Bardeſanes againſt | 
Aſtrologers. | 
The Fourth Reaſon. 


YI Ardeſanesa Syrian, exquiſitely skilful in Ce. 
leſtial Dorine, ina Dialogue (which by the ' 
| _ lttreaty 


bt 4 near or like ſucceſs and contingency , why 
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intreaty of ſome friends) he writ againſt the Chal: 
deans concerning Fate , demonſtrates the obſerva: 
tions of the Aﬀrologers to be vain and childiſh, 
and their prediRtions to be full of leafings and fa)- 
ſicies ; Exſeb. in his fixth Book of Evang.Prep.Ch. 
9. writes his words thus : Amongſt che Seres was 
a law, which prohibited to commit murder, fornica- 
tion, or to adore Idols, from whence it was effefted, 
that in all that Region there was no prophane 'Temple 
fo be ſeen, no woman laciviouſly addifted, or whoriſh, 
wo adultreſs, thief or homicide , neither had that 
ſcorching Star of Mars (thowghinits fall vigenr or 
placed in the midſt of Heaven) power to enforce the 


will of any man to perpetrate a murder , neither had 


wanton Venus , though never (0 conjoyned with Mars, 
power to induce any man to attempt his neighbours 
bed , or violate his conſorts chaſtity , and yet aid 
Marsevery aa) by neceſſity of his courſe come through 
the middle of that Heaven , neither wit tobe qvef. 
ontd, but that children were born, every hour tn 


that ſo large aregion or territory. Amongſt the Indi. 


ans and Battrians are many thouſands of men called. 
Brachmanes, who as well by tradition of their Fore- 
thers 4s their laws and conſtitutions , avoid the ado- 
ration of Idols , eat not any thing animate ; neither 
arink_ they or ingurgitate wine or other, ſtrong liquors, 


|, wen free from all malignant indiſpofuttons , imploy- 
ing their whale twme in the Service and Honour of the | 
moſt High and Great God, There are other Indians 


iy 


| 


f or, The V amity\of Star-ga%ing. 47 


* [5# the ſame Region who contaminate themſelves with © 
the adoration of falſe Gods , with adnlterier, mur- 


ders , and drunkenneſs ; nay , there # yet another 
ſort of Indians, inhabiting in the ſame Climate, who 
aſſaſſinate men | as they are at their ſports of 


upon them ; neither can any of theſe Stars, which 
they eſteem benign or propitions , detery or hinder 
thoſe people from ſuch like villames , nor yet the 
malignant enforce or compel the Brachmanes to alt 
ſach black and hideous crimes. Amongſt the Perſp- 
ans there was a law, whereby it was enatted , that 
men might contra matrimony and cohibit with their 
Dang hers, Sifters, or Mother ; and this Edift thoſe 
people obſer ved not onely in their own Countrey , but 
in what Climate ſoever they inhabited, or Regions co- 
lmized, which they polluted with inceſtuons Nupti- 
als and horrid Marriages ; which other Nations 
loathing and abhorring, branded them with the ne- 
menclation of Maguſſees , and even at this day in 


| the very heart and centre of Egypt , Phrygia, and 
| Galatia, are m4ny of theſe Maguſſees, who by a long 


continued pratlice from former ages , commaculate 
and defile themſelves with ſuch obſcene and deteftable 
villanies ; and yet w? cannet in poſitive terms affirm, 
that thoſe bruits rather then rational creatures weve - 

generated and produced under the houſe of Saturn, 
Mars being an afſifting ſpeftator. *©* The Amazons 
* lived without Husbands, onely in Spring time, 
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hunting or offering ſacrifice , and devour and feed © 
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* they cooglomerated and paſſed the bands and li 
* mits of. their native ſoil , made bold with thei | © © 
** neighbours Husbands , and ſuch other lufty] ©f 
** ſparks, as ſeemed to be aRivein propagation; 
'* and as they all enjoyed the company of men{ © n 
* and convenied, ſo by neceſſary confequence they | * 0 
** muſt be delivered and brought to bed, ar orf © 
"* much about the ſame time and inftant. The 
** males they unnaturally murdered and defroyed; | © C 
** reſerving the females, whom they trainedupin | * a 
* Martial Diſcipline, and they proved for the | *1: 
** moſt part undaunted Virago's, and the true |: 
** Daughcers of Belone; yet it were ridiculous to | * 3 
* opinionate, that all theſe maſculine females were; {* i 
* born under the ſame natalicial Stars. This veri- | *li 
*tyis yet made more manifeſt by the example of |* lc 
*the Jews, who whereſoever they have their be. Þ* *« 
* ings, in what Region or Kimgdome , under |* 
© what Kiog, Prince, or Emperour , or inwhat |' 0 
*© Climate ſoever they are born, by an invio- | *l 
* lable | obſervation , upon the eighth day | 
*© they circumciſe their Infants, keep their Sab-. * 
* bath high and holy, reverence and bonour the | ®: 
-** Feaſt, yet all Jews are nor born under the ſame | ſu 
'© conſtellation; neither can theſe pretended in- a 
'* fluences or vertues of che Celeſtial Bodies draw |,” 
* them from the Rites and Cuſtoms of their Pro- 
** genitors: much more may it be ſaid of Chrifti- 
** ans, Who diſperſcd over the whole ſuperficies - | 
| 1 :; 
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. * the Chriſtian world, obſerve the ſame tenour 


* of doftrine and form of life ; yet neither by 
« force, fair words, large promiſes, glorious pre- 
* tences, nor thundering minaces, torments al- 
© molt inſupporcable, Tortures, Racks, and 
« other ſtrange and unheard of puniſhments, can 
#* or could be ſeduced ordrawn one hairs breadth 
* (25 che ſaying is) from thoſe principles which 
«Chriſt our Lord and Saviour lefe unto them , 

*1re or were all thoſe Chriftians born under the 
« ſame Planet ?| Theſe happy ſouls before the re- 


« ceiving of Chriſtian Faich, followed with an 


« ardent Superſtition the Laws and Precepts of 


{|* their Anccltors, but after the ſacred Lavacre of 


«ſjn-remittios |Bapriſm, they forfook all thoſe - 
* ſoul deſtroying Ceremonies, invelted cheir ber- 
* er parts with/a pure faith, cloathed themſelves 


« with the new man, and followed a perfeR rule 


"ol tiving, leading upon earch i life Anpelical : 
«* apon thac icore,the baptized Parthians wedded 
*not many wives; the fedes calt nor thizir dead 


|*bodies to che dogs ; robe 1zdians committed 


*not the corples of their deceaſed to the con- 
" ſuming flimes cf fire, The Perſians, contract 
*not matrimony with their filters, davghters or 
” mothers; the Egyptians abhor che worthip of 
# their Apis, Goar, Dog, or Cat, but wher eſo- 


: [ever they inhabir, obſcrve the ſame form of life 


'and dodrine. What needs more to be ſaid, eactr 
EF | « « houg 
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© hour menare born in alt Nations, and we ſee, - 
© that through free-will and power in man, thoſe 


« Laws and Cuſtoms are punRually kept and ob- | 


 ®erved,; ncither can theſe all- powerful Stars 
« (as Altrologers dream) compel and force the 
« Seres to Homicide ; the Brachmanes to eat 
'«& fleſh; neither can they hinder the Per/jans from 
© their ioce{tuous copulations ; the Medes from 
&« ]iving to their dogs their friends dead carkal- 
cs; nor the Parthiays from wedding many 
« wives,3{] nations when they will and how they 
« will uſe the fredom of their Liberty , obedi- 
© ent totheir Laws and Cuſtoms. Thus munch 
out of Bardeſanes againſt the vanity of Aſtro- 
logers. | 


The fifth Reaſon, 


The fcee-will of man, and the immontality of 
the ſoul granted, chis Art cannot ſubGilt; for if the 
the one mult ſtand, the other muſt fall; Judge 
then courteous Reader, is not this Ast bighly to 
be diſeſteemed and {lighred , which cannot have 

' anexiſterce, or ſhew any feats, unleſs the liberty 
of mans will and immortality of the ſoul be 
overthrown and demoliſht : Bur if our ſoul be 

mortal, and have not freedom in its aftiqns, yet 
Aſtrologicall Preditions cannot ſubfiſt , as (ball 
be concluded by theſe enſuing Arguments, 
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Firſt of all, Aſtroloers profeſs and brag, that KF 


by the profundity of their Art and obſervations, 


| they can forerell future things and events; fu- 


tute things which have their dependency upon 
free-will, cannot poſſibly be diſcovered by theſe 
Artiſts; for ſo they ſhoald kno» fature things 
as they are in themſelves, or per /e, in aR, and a 
thing which is not in as much as it isnot , cannot 
be underſtood; & therefore ic mult be after ſome 
kinde of manner, to wit, in the powerfulneſs or 


de known in their cauſes, which are three ; God, 
Heaven and hnmane will; burſuch chings as are 
to have th-ir being from the decree, counſel, and 


Creature either by the Heavens, or any other 
means can dive jnto them,unieſs they be ſuch une 
to whom-the Almighty will have them by him- 
ſelf made known and revealed , for' who, ſaith 
the holy Scripevre, knows the ſenſe and meaning 
df Ged,or who hith been of his counfe]? Andas 
feis wricten in Wiſdom 9. The things that are in, 
fight we fende with labour, but the things that are wn 
heaven who ſhall ſearch ont , and thy ſenſe who 


Holy Spirit from on high ? Such chings as d:pead 
opon mans free-will cannor'by the Heavens be 
diſcovered, becanſe Heaven is an univerſal caulc ; 
{ad fucure particular contingents cannot have 
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poteſtaty in its cauſes : neither can future things 


aibſoluce will of Almighty God, what morcal 


ſtall know wnleſs thog give wiſdom, and ſend thine 
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their dependency on the Heavens, or be known, 
unleſs it be univerſally and indererminately, 
And again, Heaven is a corporeall and materiall | F 
cauſe ; wherefore the ſoul which of it ſelf is in. 
corporeal, not compoſed of matter, and free in 
aRing, neceſſarily and direRly cannot be ſubjcR ! 
to.the efficiency and operation of the Heayens, | 4 
Again, kumane will is the very immedate cauſe of | c0 
humane actions, in reſpeR of future events, | £0 
which areto be produced from thence , which is | P: 
of itſelf indifferent and indeterminate, for we | th 
ſhall do things which we have not thought or | ii 
deliberated ; how then can an indifferent, and ſel 
indeterminate cauſe produce a certain know- | fr: 
ledge of a future «fc, and this may be thus| by 
confirmed : The exterior aRions of man depend | ſe 
upon the interior, that is to ſay, eicher by deli-| fri 
beration, or choice and eleRion , ard therefore | Tic 
the exterior future action of man cannot te | 8! 
foretold, unleſs the eleRion of his future will be | Þ 
known from whence it mult neceflarily proceed; | he 
bur the future eleRion of man cannot be known | hi 
 toany other; forif the reſolves and deliberati- | 30 
on of the minde and underſtanding which man | C0 
hath in preſent cannot be diſcovered by another, | an 
how can thoſe purpoſes, deliberations, and de- | cr: 
crees of mans underſtanding be manifcited and | Þ! 
made known by another, which are to happen af- | ad 


ter the revolution of many years? '|yc 
| Whether | 
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Whether it be caſjer to Prognoſticate, what a good or | 
a bad man ſhall do. 


An isto be looked upon and conſidered 

either as he leads a life and operates ac- 
cording to the ditamen of reaſvn, or according 
to enſe and appetite, if according to reaſon, 
man hath no dependance upon the Heavens; for 
the ſoul and intelleu3l part is immareriall and 
incorporeal; and nothing corporate can by it 
ſelf at upon athing incorporate ; mans will is 
free, and miſtriſs of all her own ations, and can 
by ber own inſtinQ and diſpoſition.,” apply her 
ſelf ro do or nor do this or that; for although 
from the influence of the Heavens, or compoli- 
tion and temper of the body , man by the inſti- 
gition and ſubtlety of the Dzvil, (or otherwiſe) 
may be rempted and ſeduced to do evil, yet may 
he by his own power,aſliſted by Gods/Grace ,ani- 
hilate all choſe cemprations, and overcomming 
and trampling them under his feer, do the quite 


contrary to what he was provoked and allured , 


and this is apparent in the very example of So- 
crates, who by the nacural conllitution and com- 
poſition of his body was both x bard and much 
addited ro women, and the delighrs of YVenxe , 


| yer by the ſtrengrh of his betrer part, a vigilant 
watch over himlelf, as chaſtifing of evil propen- | Þ 
mh | E 3 | | lions, Cite ; 
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ſions, and nipping them in the bud, he eriumphed 
over his paſſions and was eſteemed the moſt 
grave, prudent, chaſte, and continent man of 3ll 
that age. | 

A man who ſpins out his time according td 
ſenſuality and carnal appetites, leads a life ſo 
wandering and mutable, that it is impoſſible to 
divine what will become of him; and Sologron 
ſaith, that amongſt many things which he bardly 


underſtood, he was altogether ignorant how | 


youngſters in the flower of their youth ſteered 
cheircourſe ; for that age is ſo ſlippery , incon- 
ſtant, fickle, and wandering,that 1: ſeldom abides 
any long time in the ſame ſtate and conditi- 
on, to day diſſiking what yeſterday extreamly 
pleaſed ; having no Analogy in its ations, nor 
ſquared by any diftamen of reaſon . but raſhly 

d headlong impelled and hurried away ihi- 

erſoever cupidity and luſt courts and invites 
it: from whence it proceeds, that with far leſs 
difficulty an Aſtrologer may prognoſticate the 
aRions of him who ſpends his dayes, according 
. to the model of Intelligence, then his who neg- 
le&ing both reaſon and vertue, trifles away h's 
rime according to the vanity -of his own affeRi- 
ons and deſires. More facile it is by much to di- 
vine the tranſsRions and events of a King who 
ruleth. civilly, and according to reaſons behelts 
and preſcrip;ions, then of a Tyrant, whoſe will is 


hi , 
- 
«+. 
_— 
% bs 


wee fnaOo—=He ok? = 2 


| or, The Vanity of Star-gazing. 55 }F 


his law;how then can theſe ſeeming skilfulArtiſts 
foretel] events, in which there is ſo much uncer- 
tainty and ambiguouſneſs, and where nothing 
can be had firm and certain. | 

The effe&s of contingents which befall man by 
c:leſtial fate, and power of the ſtars, may or may 
not be hindered: if the effeRt may be ſo hinder- 
ed, that it come not to paſs, then is it uncertain, 
and conlequent'y the Prediction cannot be cer- 


- tain and infallible: If it cannot be hindered, 


then free-will/is taken away, ard our ſoul made 
mortal and material,as being nece([arilyfubjeRted 
to the power and influence of the ſtars: If this 
be ſo, what benefic can Aſtrological prediRions 
bring to mankinde? for what good will it be to 
know things ſo long before-hand, if they cannot 
be declined and avoided ? nay rather ic were an 
inconvenience to be by all means ſhnnn'd : for 
what can be more grievous, then not onely to be 
oppreſſed with preſent calamitics, but alſo to be. 
racket and tormented with an inevitable expe. 
tion of miſeries to fall upon us hereafter > This 


Seneca lib. 3. epift. 80, underitood right well, - 


though he aterivute almgſt, if not altogether, as 
much power and dominion toſtars oyer men, 2s 
do the Aſtrologers themſelves : Theſe are his 
words. I come co. him -who boaſts his g:ear 
knowledge in the ſtars. | 


3 


E 4 whether b 


\ 


" 56 The Aftrologer Anatomi#'d: Þ 
G- © 


Whither cold Saturns Star, it felf betakes; 

Or in what Orbes Cyllcnius progreſs makes. 
© What avails.ic co know this ? Forſooth to make 
* me ſtartle when Serwrnand Mars ſtand in op. 
** policion, or when Aecrcary declines Weſtward, 
* Satzrn looking on; I am rather of this opi- 
** nion, that whereſoever they are, they are pro- 
** Pitious and benign, and not ſubjz&t ro change 
* or mutability, and this is brought to paſs by the 
*©:;nevitable courſe and continuall ordec of the 
&« Fates: They recura at ſet times, and the «fieAs 
© of all things are'cither moved or denoted by 
*the ſtars; if they abſolutely cauſe the thing, 
* what will che immutable knowledge thereof 
Q profic thee; if they onely ſignifie it, what will 


< ir help thee to provide againlt that which thou. 


* canſt not avoid , for knaw thou, or know thou 
© not, thoſe things will come to paſs. Thus Se- 
neea. But Phavorinu handles this point in few 
words acutely and Philoſophically : © Aſtrolo- 
*« ers (ſaith he) foretell either good or bad for- 
©tunes: if good, and miſs in their aim, thou art 
« deluded and made miſerable by a long and fru- 
.« ſtrated expeRation : If bad, and yet lye, thou 
&« art alſo made,follicitous and afflicted by fear- 
«ing in vain; if they ſpeak truth, but foretell 
« thee hard hap; then, even then in thy thoughts 
«© and imagination thou art tormented and vext 
«before thy bad fortune fall upon thee ; if they 


promiſe 
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© nromiſe that [the things which they foretell 
« (hall be good, and much to thy advantage ; 
x | * notwichſtznding two diſcommodities will fol- 
p- | «low, firſt thy greedy expeAation will weary 
d, | * thee, being held ſo long in hope, expeRation, 
i- | * and ſuſpence; and again the hope of thy fu- 
»- | cure joy by little and lictle will wither away ; 
e | «© Tnno caſe therefore have recourſe unto thoſe 
ie | © men to be ſatisfied in the curioſity of knowing 
e | « future Contingents. | 


Y | How vain a thing it 1: to believe , that Aſtrologers 
By can tell any man that he ſhall be choſe chief Biſhop 
f or Pontifex, | 


u- Tv thiogamongſt many others diſcovers the 
vanity of this Art, .Aſtrologers for exam- 

= | ple will perſwzde ſome one, that he ſhall be 

v | cleRed chief Biſhop ; but the promotion of any 

- | one to this high degree of honour depends nor 

+ | upon the willand power of the! party bimſelf, 

© | orany other particular perſon , but upon the de- 

- | cree and ſuffcages of the whole Conclave, whoſe 

u | charge icisto ele the chief Biſhop; and there- 

- | fore it isnot onely neceflary (luppoſe I affirme 

1 ] Peterto be the man) to know the conſtellation 

$ | of his Nativity; but I muſt alſo know exactly 

© | the Conſtellations 2nd Poſition of the Stars in the 

7 | feyeral births of all thoſe whoſe joynt ſuffcages | 

| | | vote | 
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voteandeleR Perey to that high preferment. If 
it betrue which Swetonize relates concerning Au- 
guftu, that Nigidius Figulns, a man eminent 
amongſt the Romans for his rare knowedge in 
Altrology , having caken the hour of his Natiyi- 
ty, and rightly conſidered the ſtars predominant 
at his birth, cry'd out aloud , The Lord of the 
whole world is now born : We mult conclude ] 
chat this was not ſpoken by Art, and grounded | as 
upon Reaſon, but caſually and raſhly, and that it | th 
was mecr chance that it cameto pals as he had | 1 
foretold. For the advancement of Anguſixs to | t 
that height of Command and Monarcny, was | : 
effected by rifing unto ſeveral degrees of ho- | tl 
nour, and depended upon the favour, {tndy, and | I 
procurement of many men; ſo tbat roknow and | y 
pronounce the advancement of eAuguſizsto ſo | t 
eminent a degree of Sovereignty and Empire, it | © 
was not ſufficient to Calculate the Nativity of | a 
him alone; forthe ſtars which were prevalent at 
his birth could not have power upon the nativi- 
ties of others who were his Abetcors, Sticklers, 
and Coadjutors to obtain the Imperiall Dia- 
dem and Dignity . of whom many were born 
before , and many ſeverall years after efw- 


guſins. 
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That the Art' and Science of Aſtrology # none, 
or not conſiderable. 


The ſixth Reaſon. 


Very Art and Science is verſant in things 
E which always, or for the moſt part, fall ouc 
xs that Art teacheth ; and yet it is manifeſt, char 
things ſhewed by Aſtrology very ſeldom & rare- 
ly come to Pals as ſhe foretelleth, as having no 
ſtable or grounded foundation; and therefore 
cannot conſtitute a formal Art'pr Sciecce : Being 
therefore as. it is moſt certainly true, that Aftro- 
logical Predictions are moſt commonly falſe, and 
very ſeldom true and veridical, it is moſt clear, 


that they proceed not from-any Art, or certain - 


obſervations, but are ſpoken temerariouſly. and 
at randome :| For which cauſe Phavorinus gives 
us 2 Caveat, not to be over confiding in (khalde- 


ans, though at ſome times by great chance they + 


ſtumble upon a truth and vcrity; and his reaſon is, 
becauſe they! ſpeak not things certain , defined 
and known, but fallible, and grounded onely up- 
on ambiguous conjeRures , and ſo betwixe truth 
and falſhood, they ſteal hood-winkt along poco 
peco in 2 miſt of obſcuricy, and ſo trying many 
concluſions by hap hazzard, and before they be 
aware, they unknowingly fumble.upon a truth; 


and | 
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and ſometimes alſo by the credulity and infor- 
mations of thoſe who come foolifhly ro ask their 
counſel, they ſeem to meer with a verity ; and 
this preſently cries them up to have knowledge in 
things both paſt and future; bu: ſuch truths as 
they diſcover either hab nab, or coyered with the 
cloak of ſubtle knavery,compared with their lyes 
and. falſicies, amount not to the thouſand part 
thereof, Cicero in his 2. book of Divination hath 
theſe words, what need we deſire more : The 
* Chaldeans are daily confured ;, how many things 
© have theſe Chaldeans told Pompey, Craſſus, and 
* Ceſar himſelf, as that they ſhould die in their 
© own habitations aged and full of years, andin 
*che very height and top of honour and re- 
*nown: It ſcems ſtrange to me that any man 
© will follow and pive credit co theſe Fellows, 
« whoſe Preditions and Prognoſtications, which 
« daily experience make manifeſt to be meer lez- 
<« fings and fopperies. 


Seneca in a ſmall Pamphlet which he enticles, 


Lnams in mortem Clandii ('2ſars, brings Mercury 
-upon the ſtage, negotizting with the fatal ſiſters 
the procurement of Cl/audixe his death;and by the 
© waytoputa jcarand frump upon the { baldears, 
| amongſt other his Pathericall and Rhetoricall 


Arguments, (that Aſtrologers may not alwayes 


be taxt with lying) © Be pleaſed (quoth AMercu- 
77) moſt dread and powerful Ladies, that For- 
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© tune-tellers | may ſometime ſpeak_ the truth, 
« who have ſo'often told us,that this or that year, 
« this or the next moneth Cl/avdixs (hould be ta- 
«ken out of this world : And is not the like 
done in theſe our preſcnt times; do not our A- 
ſtrologers prognoſticate the death of Potentates 
as they finde the Peoples zfteRions to wilb their 
lives, proſpetities, and preſervation; or death, 
overthrow, and utter confuſion. 

St. Ambroſe in his fourth book in Hexem. ch.7, 
hath theſe words : © Some few dayes ſince when 
® we fell into diſcourſe how welcome and grate- 
« ful rain would be, one in the company made 
'f anſwer, fear not, Neomenia will fend ſome; 
« truly though we wiſh for rain, yer wiſh we noc 
« ſuch afteRions verified , for my part I am much 
*« pleaſed chat no rain fall, till we obtain it by the 
«prayers and ſupplications 'of the Church, 
Whereby ic is-manifelt , that an hope and confi- 
dence, is notitoconhde in Changes and Moons, 
but to depend upon the providence and mercy 
of our moſt gracious and Omniporent Creator : 
By wbich the vanity of Altcology is confuted, 
the efficacy of Chriſtian Piety, and 'power of re- 
ligious and godly prayers made manifelt, 


The wanit 5 and falſity of Aſtrological Predifilions. 


A 


T or, The Vanity of Star-gazing. 6x Þ} 


Lbumazar a prime Ring.-leader of Super- 
{titions Aſtrology, or Altrological Super- 
| : ſticion, 
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ſtirion, through the obſervation and precepts of 
this Art, divined that Chriſtran Religion ſhould 
continue onely 1460. years : but the ycars which 
have elapſed ſince that predition , prove the 
Prediftor a liar, e#brabam a Jew out of his 
Aſtrologicall obſervation, cajculated that the 
Aſefiias honld be born 1464. after our Saviours 
\ Nativity, becauſe (1 know not what) the ſame 
Conlteliation and Poſition of the ſtars ſhould 


then happen and be, as when Moſes brought the |. 


Hebrew People our of Egypt; bat how true 


this Predition was, time hath diſcovered. 


Petri de Altaco hath lefe recorded , that the 
Aſtrologers of that time(when the-general Coun- 
ci] of Conſtance was call*d, to extirpate and root 
ont Herelie and Schiſm which ſo much troubled 
and diſquieted the Church) fore-told, that che 
Chnrch ſhould enjoy no tranquility ; bur the 
Heavens threarned diffention and diſcord even to 
th2 ruine and overthrow of Chriſtian Religion; 
and yer notwithitanding by that very Council, 
that long continued and pernicious Sciſme was 
excinguithed, and a ſertled peace and quietneſſe 


" eftabliſhcd in the Canrch: And this happy evenc 


fo contrary to their vain PrediRtions mighe have 
nioved honeſt Peter, ro i} ake hands and b:d fare- 
wel toAſtrology;efpecially ſecing that he himſelf 
(citherc deluded by his own obſervations, or Cir- 
camyented and fool'd by other mens) was ſtruck 


inro 
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into 8 deadly fear,leſt that moſt damnable Schiſm 
and horrid Herefie ſhoald be the fore-runner of 
Antichrilt, immediately co follow and enſue. 


Errors of Aſtrologers in Chronology. 


{ buemazar the Grandfather of Aſtrologers 
A admires (1 wilt not what) Reyolutioos of 
Saturn; for he 3ffirms, that after. Satzr» bath 

perfected ten converſions or wheelings round of 
his Orb, which comes co paſs in the ſpace of 
300. years , that then ſome rare and wonderfull 
things will be effeRted , for, faith he,zoo.years af- 
ter Alexander, Arclaſor the ſon of Bell appeared, 
who vanquiibed and overcame the Perfians , and 
200. years after thar came into the world, Jeſus 
the Maſter and Captain of the Chriſtians. - O in- 
collerable and incredible ignorance in computs- 
tion of time! for neither was the ſonne of Bell 
living ac that time, which he ſets down and no- 
mirates/; neither d1d rhere mtervene 600, years 
betwixt Alrxander and the birth of our Saviout ; 
for his molt happy and bleſſed Nativity happened 
320. years after Alexanders deceaſe, which is an- 
other of 4/bumazars feignments: But why ſhould 
any man wonder at this miſtake in A/bumazar, 
fince he will heeds make Prolomy the Mathemati- 
cian, to be one of thoſe Protomies, who were 
Kings of Zgypr, and reigned after Alrxander ; 


whereas | 
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whereas Ptolomy the Mathematician was never 
in all his life honoured with ſach a (tiſe ; nor did 


heever King ir, but lived under Hadriaz the Em- 


perour above 269. years after the laſt of the 
. Egyptian Prulomics. Another grand vapour the 
Altrologers make, avouching that no mutation 
of Laws, the birth of ro famous Propher, the 
conveifion of no Countrey how great ſoever, 
nor any remarkable paſſige ever happened , but 
that ſome great conjunction of Planets , eſpeci- 
ally that of 7«piter and Satwrn anteceded. That 
Conjuncion(ſay they )began at the worlds Crea- 
tion, prognolticated che Deluge,brought into the 
world Abraham and Moſes, tore-told the Jncar- 


nation of mankindes Redeemer, and point out 


che origin of AHahomert ; bur how fcandalous, 
lying, commencicious, and full of erxour theſe 
brags are, ſhall be demonſtraced by this Argu- 
ment. | 

Peter de Aliaco over confident in theſe feign- 
ments, 2id hugging himſelf in his own' conceir, 
concerniog the concord of Hiſtury and Aſtrolo- 
Sy, tO make good what hath beer related, laying 
- this fonndation,from the beginning of the world 


19 No4hs Flood were 2242. years; from the 


Flood to the Birth and Nativicy of our bleſſed 


Saviour 3102. having laid chis ground-work, he . 


20es abour to prove, that whatſoever in this uni- 


verſe hath falfen out memorable and worthy of 


obſervation, 


rs. 


cs. 
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ſervation, to have happened when ſome notort- , 
ous Conſtellation appeared in the Heavens : But 
ro confute this, examine -his Compuration of 
Time which he makes the Bzfis whereon to 
ground his Argument and afſertion ; and if upon 
examination you finde that moſt falſe and u untrue, 
then needs mult the DoArine which is under- 
proPt with ſo weak a faundation be erroneous & 
fallivte. But from the worlds firſt fabricating, 
ind Adams Creation, and Noahs Floud, inter- 
ceded not above 1656. as is manifeſt by Holy 
Scripture, being fewer years in number then his 
computation |by £00, and the Conftellation 
which they imagine co have been in the origin of 
the world, mult-needs precede its Creation 600, 
years ; and the number of yesrs between the 
Flood and the coming of the CMerſfſias did not 
fully compleat 24co. years, and therefore that 
conjunRion of ſtars could not appear till 684. 
years after the Floud, The other grand poſition 
of ſtars they would make yoa believe had its ex- 
iſtance 942. years after the inmeiſion of rhe 
Univerſe,2nd 1. years b:fore the birth of Abra- 
bam; and yetithe ſacred Text teils us,that he was 
born 292. years aft:r the Inundation ; and. ſo by 
conſequence that Conſtellation mult exiſt 630, 


| years after Abrahavs Nativity, They obſerve 


that the ſixth great ConjunRion was 225, years 
before che Nativi: y of 'our Saviour, bur mpſt ab= . | 
F Grohe, _ 
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ſurdly, as relying upon the former principles and 
computation, which was erroneous and falſe; 
for if we follow the exat Chronology , that 
great Conjunftion ſhould have happened almoſt 
500..years after the Quires of Angelical Spirits 
ſargthat ſacred Canricle, Glory ro God ow high, 
&c. To conclude, that this our learned Peter 
_ was altogether ignorant in Chriſtian Chronogra. 
phy, by this obſervation it will eaſily appear, he 


affirms that in the year 700. after che birth of ' 


Qur Saviour, (in which he ſaith the ſeventh great 
Conſtellation fel} our, that that great ſcourge of 


Chriſtians, the efriz» Herefie (hould breed di- | 
fication in the holy Church; and yer that He- | 


relie, that moſt viperous Hereſic which had its 
Origin about th 3co. Ycare; before the 600, 
year was fully cruſht and extingniſh'd : Who is 
ſo half ſighted, or purblinde, chat will not ſee 
their Prediftions relying upon moſt lying and 


unperfc& Chronology, to be molt vain, falfe, | 


and pernicious ? 

Bur to what purpoſe ſpend we our time to 
colle& examples of ſuch frivolous Preditions, 
' every Filtory and Ape bring ſo full of them: 
For my parti conceive that it is hard to finde 
the Pred:cions of Altrologers true concerning 
future events, (although chey happen ſometimes 


caſually, and'by accident to be true and veract- |. 


ous) by reaſon that there are ſo many of them, 
| | even 


<——— 
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4 | even paſt number ſo perſpicuonſly falſe; and in 
! the very things themſelves and events confutes, 
Cato pleaſzncly ſaich, That he wonders that one 
& | Sqptdlayer laughs nor at another, by reaſon tha: 
very few of their preſagings come to paſs ; ard 
,, | if any did, it ſeems meerly by chance. What Cz- 
ro ſaid of Sguthſayers, the ſame may we of our 


"i X ; ; 
._ | Aſtrologers; for ſeeing we will not believe a 
e | known and common liar, though he ſpexk truth x 


}f | why ſhould we give credit to an Altrologer, far 
one true Prediction, who tells ſo many which 
\f | are quite contrary to verity ; and amongſt fe 
many falſe predictions, it is better to believe one 
,. | that may be/crue, then by reaſon of one which 
may prove ſo by chance, give credit to all the 


q reſt 2 | Some will ſay Aſtrologers now and ther 
7 | oneſs arighty, and pieditchings which the ever: - 
e || proves co be erue, bur this 1gnorantely, raſh'y, 
4 | and without judgement : He who ſhoots all the 
- || day long may hicche mark. We may jultly \:y 
"| of aſtrologers, 2s was formerly ſaid of Apll.”- 
o | Oracles; fych as happened true were recorded 
$, but thoſe which proved falſe were laid afide a: < 
+ | buried in oblivion: men who defended av. 
e | maintained che certainty of thoſe Oragles , dt- 
g vuiged and ſpread abroad che erve ones 5 witty 
s | great applauſe and ſpecious Encomiums, two: 
. | thc falſe ones they buthe up if fflence ; thote 


,, | who cancemned them all, neichet eegarded folic 
n 4 4 ; - a 


- 


| 
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or true. The cauſes why the Predictions of the 
Chalaran are reproved, in this enſuing diſcourſe 
(hall be manifeſted. 


eAftronemaacy i” all ages hath been exploded 4nd 
condemned by prudent and knowing men. 


e The ſeventh Reaſon. 


FF this divining Aſtrology were true and cer- 
tain, it would appear withou: all doubt, to 
be the moſt noble part of Philoſophy, and moſt 
ſer by, and wiſht for by mankinde , firſt by reaſon 
of the worthy and excellency of the ſubje&t 
which ic treats of, ro wit, the Heavens and Stars ; 
and then eſpecially for the knowledge of the 


_ events and caſualties of mans life and death, be-' 


ginning and ending , which all forts of people 


W . are moſt curious to know; but ſeeing that that 


Dodtrine in all 2ges hath been cortemned and 
rejected by the moſt eminent Philoſophers, and 
many Aſtrologers themſelves, it muſt needs be a 
convincing argument, that the Art of Divining 


- was þccounted frivolous, impertinent, and void 


of all probability. . Xexopbox in his book de Sets 
Socrat. as Euſebine relates, lib. 4, of Evangelical 
Preparation, hath cheſe words, The cognition 


' and knowledge of future things, which are in- 
| the power of God, cannot be obtained by ow: 
| | tal | 


ol 
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al induſtry ; neither is it pleaſing to the Divine 
Majeſty, nor[poſſible to ſcrew into thoſe ſecrets 
which his heavenly pleaſure will have occult, and 
mortals muſt not dive into. Pithagoras, Deme- 
critzs, and Plato after long and weariſome jour- 
neys, care unto the Perfran Magicans, the Sages 
amongſt the Chaldears, and Prielts of the Egypei- 
4&7, from whom they ſucke ſome things more 


' occult and jobſtruſe concerning Mathematicall 


Diſcipline, the Religion and Worſhip of the 
Gods ; but the Art of Divining they either alto- 
gether negleRed , or if they brought any ſmat- 
eering or fragmencs thereof, they made no uſe 
of ir, as it may appear through the whole context 
of their writings. 

Ariſtotle x man cry'd up in all Univerſities and 
Schools of Literature, a man moſt copious in the 
DoRrine of heavenly things, which he expref- 
ſeth in ſeveral of his books, maketh no_ mention 
or ſpeaketh the leaſt word concerning this kinde 


of Aſtrology; when in his books of | Meteors, - 


and conceraing the ptrts and generation of Api- 
mals, but eſpecially in his books of Problems, he 
inveſtigates the cauſes of -many admirable and 
obſcure things, to unriddte or enode any: of 
the curious queries, b= troubles not his brain, or 
makes any-ule at all of the help and aſſiſtance of 
Afrology ; nay, there ace many parcels in his 


Works which do altogether oppoſe and contra- 
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ditthis Art of Aſtrology ; as this for example; 
Of future contingents there 1s no certain or de- 
faite verity z things which chance and happen 
by accident, cannot be comprehbended by any 
kaowledge to judge of the fortunes and caſu- 
alcies of humane affairs, which are not in mans 
capacity, the immediate, proper, particular, and 
corruPtible cauſes of particular and corruptible 
eff. ts ; to-have a perfeRt and exa3Rt knowledge of 
thee is,is not ſufficient ro contemplate celeſtiall 
and univerſal cauſes; the Heavens operate no 
otherwiſe upon thoſe things which are ſubluoary, 
then by motion and light-: neither doth he ap- 
prove the force or efficiency of any other Stars 
beſides the Sun and Moon, quite contray to 
Aſtrologicall Decretalls, and the Influences of 
Celcſjall Signs, and corporeall and ſerfible 
cff-As may be prevented and hindered by other 
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cauſes, | 
' Cigeroin his ſecond book of Divination high- 
ly-commends Exdoxs , the molt eminent man 
among the Aﬀtcologers in the ticae of P/ato and | 
_ Ariſtotle z as alſo Pinetives the Stoick, Archilaw, 
(afſandra, and Saleyces Halicar, men applauded 
and renowned among the Aſtrologers, for that 
they abandon and caſt off che vain Science of 
Aſtrology. Fo who next after Ge/ex and 
Hipoerates, bears away the bell amongſt Phyſici- 
26s, adviſerh to give no credic to Aoi gony in | 
tg: Si ; ivi | © 


Sno * 


he 


need * 
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divination of future things, becauſe they neither 
know the Celeſtial Points, nor the natore of in- 
ferior things, which cotwithſtanging are exaRly 
neceflary to give a judgement of future events ; 
neither do they ground upon Nemonſtration ei- 
ther Probable, Rhetoricall, or Poeticall. Ptolo- 
wy, whom theſe men profeſs to follow as a grand 
Maſter in their Ar:, in his firſt book de Fudicics, 
tells us: It is not ro be 1m3gined that all things 
are upon [neceſſity derived -from ſupernatuall 
cauſes; that no other power czn impede or hin- 
der their operation: And in his Treatiſe which 
is yulparly. called Centilogaium, a book of an hun- 
dred Sentences , the ficit ſentence is this, ſen 
onely inſpired by God can foretell future particu» 
lars : And his fifth ſentence is, «L knowing man 
may prevent many effetts of the Stars, if he be wer- 
ſed in the yotion of them, and aifpoſe of himſelf be- 
fore the event fall apon him ; from whence comes 
the Proverb, A wiſe man ſhall command the ſtars, 
Porphirius in his book concerning Oracles, con- 
fefſeth that che exquifire knowl: dge of future! 
things by gazing upon the ſtars, is not onely in- 
comprehenſible to mortals, but even to the Gods 
themſelves, And again, in the life of Plorinay, 
he ſaith, That after he had ſpevt and conſumed. 
much time in the ſtudy of Aſtrology, he diſcover- 
edatlaſt, thar no faith or credit was to be given! 


| to the judgement arid divinations of Aſtrolo- 
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gers concerning things to come,and therefore af- 
rerward, both by word and writing he confuted 
this vain Art of Divination , as may appear to 
thoſe who will read his book, de F aro & Provi- 
dentsa; but eſpecially in that book where he 
diſputes, whether the ſtars have any power or 
influence to produce ſuch eft:as, © 


rt of men delight in theſe eAſtrologicall 
dons, whom Is. Ambroſe compares to a 
ego web, © EO | 


Sh | 
\ Va this kinde of Aſtrology veridicall 


/ and infallible, the conventences and 
commodities ariſing from thence would be held in 
high eſteem;for by the fore- knowledge of future 
things, what advantage would it be to Monarchs 


. and Potentates for the well regulating and go- 


yerning their Territories and Principalities, and 
ſo conſequently the profeſlors and maſters of this 
Art would deſerve immortal Laurels, and be ad- 
vanced to fir at the Helm of the beſt governed 
Republicks. But experience ſhews the quice con- 


' trary : For we ſee that by moſt ſtri& and ſevere 


Edids, by Decrees and Proclamations this un- 
neceſſary and vain Art hath been exploded, con- 


_ , demned, and exiled by many well deſerving 


'Princes. How oft was it baniſhe Rowe, with 
the Aﬀtrologers and Chaldeans profeſſors thereof, 
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by Tiberins, Vitellizs, Diocleſian , Conſt antine, 
Tbeodofins, P alentir5an, but eſpecially by 7uſtini- 
an, by all whom the ſtudy, praQtice, and exerciſe | 
of this Art, was not onely agjudged vain, falſe, 
and lying, but alfo obnoxious and ruinous to Ci- 
ties and Sqcieties of men, and in it ſelf peſtilyne 
and deteſiable, But to whaec purpoſe were it to 
conglomerate”a cloud of witneſſes, or to uſe | 
Rhecorical circumlocutions in a caſe fo mani- | 
feſt? 1 dare be bold to ſay, that in thE|memory | 
vf man, nay in all zges ſift them never ſo purely, | 
you ſhall not name a man, the acumen of whoſe 
wit ſurpaſt yulgar capacities, whoſe dofrine was 
admired, whole prudence in civil affairs excel- 
led, or who was conſpicuous and eminent, for in- 
tegrity of life and manners, or admirable in any-: 
noble quality of the intelleual part, but he vi- 
lified, derided, and accounted a)l the Calculati- 
ons of Nativities, and the vain Predictions of 
Aſtrologers, as falſe, ridiculous, and to be explo- 
ded from amongſt Chriſtians, and well ordered 
Commuaities. Trac, the vulgar who have ordi- 
narily dull and groſs intellects, apr to believe any. 
thing which tickles their fancy ; men crednlous 
and itching to hear novelties, are much taken 


*with theſe chymera's, and give confident belicf: 


2o ſuch fopperies, and many ſhallow ang giddy 

brain'd fools are taken with this vanicy,, . rather 

for Jucre ſake then truth, Amongſt Schollars: 

Gas * | ; ; there © 
\ | 
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thereis a ſelf.conceited Pack, who like nothing 
be it never ſo proficable and commodious, that 
1s familiarly known to all men; they commonly 
are haunted with the ſpirit of contradiRion ; 
and rather then not be contentious and in op- 
poſition with the greateſt maſters of wiſdom, 
they beat their brains co be delivered of ſtrange 


Novelties and Incomprehenlibilities; the heighe & ' 


of the ambition of theſe Opinioniſts is nor fo' F © 


much eo know verity, as to ſeem to the vulgar 
to know that which the ableſt of Philoſophers 
confeſs they could never attain unto. v 

I will pur a period to this diſconrſe with a 
notable ſaying of St. Ambroſe, in his fourth book 
of Hexam.c. 4. The wiſdom of the Chalareans 
is rightly compared to the ſpiders web, in which 
if a flyechance to be entrapped, there is no evz- 
Gon or enlargement ; bur if a Creature of yali- 
dity and limbs paſs that way , ic diſſipateth and 
| beareth away all thoſe flender machins, and in- 
fiem and feeble gins: Such are the ners and tack- 
lings of Aſtrologers, in which fools and weak 


4 mon are entangled and captived, but men. 
of ſtrong ſenſe and reaſon paſs by chem with-, 


ont any retention or impediment. Thou there- 
fore, whoſoever thou art, when thou beholdeſt 
theſe feignments of Aſtrologers, tell chem ;rheir 
frail gins and fpiders webs have no power to cf- 


ſnare thee, unlefſe like a feeble and: filly fiye 
She through | 
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throngh thy own imbecillity thou ſuff.r thy ſelf 
to be entangled therein ; whereas aſt:ong judge» 
ment, like a Sparrow or ſwift fixing Dove, breaks 
eth chrough, and carcieth all befoce it. 


An Argument againſt three Fundamentals of 
A ftrclogy Fndiciary. | 


| ©  FF"He baſis and foundation of this Art is ei- 


| bs one and the lame, how then can the reafon 


therivery weak and infirm, or none at all; 


then by neceflary conſequence, 6 is the fabrick 


raiſed and conitruRted thereupon, and therefore 
ought not to gui} any repute and credit amongit 
men of reaſon and capzcity, There firſt princt ' 


the ſame | proprieties and qualities of the Ele- 
ments; they are partly cold, and partly humid 
and dry ; [if not formally, at leaſt viccually, that 
is notina& butincffet, if not by having the 
qualicies themſclves, yet by having the effici- 
em faculties of thoſe qualitics : Saturny by their 
opinion is t00 frigid, the Moon hamid , ec Mars 
dry : But this both reaſon aud experience con- 


fates. Reaſon thus, if all che ſtars be lucid and: | 


caſt forth light, they muſt be all hor,, and pro- 
duce heat ; let. us granc their Adage, that the. 


| Moon and the reſt of the Stars ſhine by a light: 
borrowed from the Sun ; if then the reaſon and 


origin of the light 3nd brightneſs of all the lars 
of | 


ple would make us believe that the Stars have all | 


J 
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| of aQing andoperating by them be ſo diſcre- wh 
| Pant, unlike, and different : Experience gives this Phy 
"i acheck, for when ir is full Moon, and tha Planet al 
;> moſt reſplendent,and repleniſhed with light and ſes 
I” Juſtre, Ariftgele and experience tells us, that the Int 
' nights are warmer then either before or after, |! 
Our Star-gazers beſides this luminoſity or light, lat 
have difcovered in the Heavens and Stars ſtrange 
power and vyertue, differing both from the light, zlc 
and jarring among themſelves, yet cauſes of |** 
ſtrai:ge and wonderons effeRs, and theſe ro the |'* 
great credit of the buſineſs they fiile Influences; | |N* 


an inyeation ſo modern and modiib, chat the ſtr 
Ancient and learned Philoſophers were never ac- be 
quainted with any ſuch nomenclation ; nay, the # 
Aſtrologers as much as may be pathered out of 4 
their writings, in ancient time were altogether | 
unacquainted with theſe niceties : But this Mon- |?" 
fer-influences begotten by Fortune: tellers of a a 
later brood, nurſt by their Abetrors, and defend- - |" 
ed by their followers, have at all times been hiſt 0 
out of the Schools and Academies of Learning, 
2s ſpurious and abortive ; and one amongſt the |*" 
-more accurate ſort of Philoſophers calls them, |2* 
- the SanQuary and refuge of ignorance, and fools 


Paradice. And to theſe prodigious Influences h 

the baffled Aﬀrologer berakes himſelf as to his - |?" 

laſt lurking hoſe, being an Ambuſcado to en-" 

trap Simpletons, and caft a miſt before their eyes - | In 
| | i | who 
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- [who are not} grounded in the-true principles of 


Philoſophy ; and this they do when, and as oft 
23 they cannot ſhew the proper and natural cau- 
ſes of the wonderous cffeQs of thoſe things call'd 
Influences ; which if they be admitted, farewell 
all Philoſophy,her glory is eclipſt,authority anihi- - 
lated, and hec high eſtcem quite aboliſhed. Whae 
need. great Wits and eminent Fliiloſopbers puz- 
zle and trouble themſelves to finde out and dif- 
cover the occult and hidden czuſes of things, if 
ina trice, and as ic were twinkling of an eye, by 
means of the Omnipotent Influences, the ob. 
ſruſe and hidden ſecrets of nature may ſo eaſtly 
be attained unto; ask by what undiſcovered 
power the Load-ftone attracts Irgn,y ou ſhall not 
ſtay long for an anſwer , for you ſhall quickly 
hear, an Oracle tell you, that its proper Celeſtiall 
Influence hath invelted ic with that vertue; from 
whence hath the lictle Fiſh call'd Reymore ſuch 
fingular power, as for co retard and ſtop a ſhip 
under ſai] in her full career and height of ſpeed ? 
Oh the proper Celcſtial influence of that poor 
and filly filb hath given it that power. Whar 
needs mcre to be ſaid, no probleme, nothing ſo 


'[reſery'd by/nature from mans knowledge ; no- 


thing ſo full of che difficulty which Philoſophers 

have Jaboured to diſcover , but theſe ignorant 

Pedants, and vagabond Gipſies will quickly re- 

ſolve and enode, by telling you of the Celeſtial 
| Bur 
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But to come 3 little cloſer to theſe younglters, 
if Serwr», becaule be is lucid, by tis light produ. 
ceth hear, how can che ſame by his lofluence pro- 
duce cold y isic not abſurd that in the ſame itar, 
there thould be two contrary faculties, the one 
of producing bear, the other cold , not onely di- 
yers, but oppolite and contrary ?. We fee that 
natuce hath ſo provided that in all things, where 
there are two differencies and proprieries , (41 
Philoſophers lay) che one general, which is com- 
mon to one thing with many others : The other 
ſpecial, which is proper to a ching, (as in man to 
| be knowing 2nd rational) ſo that the ſpecihicall 
and proper diff-rence and propriety is more no- 
ble and perfect then che genera], 2s bring that 
which doth concract ahd determine it, giving ita 
reaſon and degree of new perfeQtion ; as 1n the 
example of man, it is m:.re noble to be rational, 
then to be knowing: but this happens quite 
contrary in this ſtrange Doctrine of che Aitro- 
logers, for they teach (for inſtance ſake) that in 
Satrrx thire are two Proprietics cr faculties of 
' operating . the one geners] and common to him 
with the relt of the ltars, which is a power of 
Hluminatiog, and by that Tilumination to pro- 
duce heat ; another ſpecial and properto Satrryn, 
in reſpect of which he differs from other ffacres , 
which is a faculty of producing coll, or a cer- 


Cain vertue of ſome other Influence : but it is 
mo{t 


m_ y My Fm, os aa ww My AY ww wa, A oy» © oa Oat. wa. we we 
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moſt evident, thar the Celeſtial Light is far more 
noble then any other Celeſtial Quality , and che 


faculty of producing heat far excells that of pro- . 


dacing cold : furthermore in every thing there 
are two faculties or proprieties naturall co that 
thing ; the one univerſal, che other particular, th 
themſelves contrary; as in Satwry the produdti- 
on of heat by light, cold by influence : Bur rea- 
ſon and nature it ſelf faith this cannot be done: 
For 3s in a multiform body, which the Greeks 
call Hcerropenea), according to the ſeverall parts 
there may be ſeveral qualities and faculties, as ic 
happens in the body of man in the head and 
heart ; but it cannot happen in the ſtar of Sar», 
being for as much as concerns its parts of the 


ſame form and nature; che one part thereof is. 


not beautified with light, the other with infiu- 


ence ; bur as the whole is replenifbed with lighr, 


, 


» 


ſo alſo ſhould it be with influence, Ir is need- * 


lels to make any other diſpute againſt Aſtrolo- 
gers concerning Influences, for this one argu- 
ment is ſutHcient to tzke away the influence of all 
things which are produced in nature, ſeem they 


never ſo fiogularand wonderful, The rue, pro- 


per, and natural cauſes of all things have their 
depencency from two Celcltial Principles, A7o- 


ij. 230%, and Lighe ; which is molt manifeſt by daily 


experience, and all things meſt probably to be 
produced from them, Altrologers imagine and 
.. Cream, 


\ 


ey 
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. dream, that the figures and pofition of the ſta 
with che (igns in the Zodinck, reſembling the ſi ** 

: milicude of men or animals, ro have a greaiff * 
| power and yertue in each mans nativity; when by hi 
li  themſelves,and their own nature, they are no ſucl fu 
thing, but have onely their exiſtence and being : 
f 


in the Altrologers noddle, which repreſents ſuch 
and ſuch ; for chiey may as well reſemble them to 
Creatures, Houſes, Caſtles, Towers, Tables, ot 
the like ; and therefare it is ridiculous to think, 
that in ſuch like figures there is any thing 
.of conſequence ro divine or foretell future x 


Events. n 
Whether the Birth-ſtars of any man ctnbe the [© 
certain cauſes of things which ſhall befall bim c 
[ Ys Hi ſecond Fundemental of Aſtrologers is, h 
# that,che birth-ſtars of every man are tobe Þ_ 
/\,, * Obſerved, for that from them. all caſualties and y 
// eventsof his life may be forefcen and progno- y 
ſicated , but who ſees not this principle to be 
'; Weak and infirm? For why do not Altrologers 7 
/ - rather obſerve the time and condition of the p 
{ Rtars, when man is conceived im the womb, form- i 
|: ed and animated; for then by all probability ; 
{' thereare more things confiderable, and of mo- tt 
|; mentro predict good or bad fortune, by rex-. fe 


[] fon thacthenmanh " his firſt exiſtence, and 
'F] | \ 4 chen. L 


Dm 
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then is the firſt celeſtiall force and power recei- 
ved and imprinted in him ; and chrovghout the 


8 whole nine moneths that his mother goeth with 


him incloſed in her womb, all this while he is 


8 ſubjeR co the power and aRion of the Heavens; 
8 And why do not Aſtrologers conſider other De- 


fluxions and Conſtellatiqns which are contin. 
gent to man after his Nativity, in regard that 
they are far more prevalent and powerful, and 
more conſpicuous in their «ffeRs then thoſe 
which happened at his birth; for the effeRt and 
defluxion of the ſtars which happened at che 
dirth is often changed and yaried, the tempera- 
ture of mans body being variated; or by reaſon 
of ſome power of Conſtellations, by education, 
a ſeveral habit and cuſtom of living ; or by rea- 
ſon of ſome certain lawes, to the compliance 
whereunto, man is forced to regulate and ſquare 
his life, manners, ſtudies, and all other his aRi- 
ons: and aboye all, peradventure there is no- 
thing of that ficlt matter, which School-men cal 
Materia prima , left in old and declining age, 
which was at the firſt entrance into this univerſe : 
This is the opinion of many and great learned 
Philoſophers, Neither doth St. T'bo, Aquinas, 


[that illuſtcious School-man, ſeem to deny ic, in 


1. Part. Queſt. ult. Art.1. which being granted; 
the force of that firſt defluxion and celeltia] ef. 


JfcR, which was ſtamped and imprinted i1 man 
WM 
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at his fi;ſt beiog, mult at laſt of neceſſity torally 


vaniſh and fade away; unleſs you will have it,that | 


the ſame celeltial-vercue Fd power can paſs from 
one ſubje to another , as it. were flitting from 
houſe to houlr, by changing its habiration ; or at 
leaſt be ſo kinde, that when it perceives its own 
decay and feebleneſs, it will provide ſome neigh- 
bouring vertue of like condition and quality, to 
ſupply its place, and officiate is its room, 


Whether the Conveption or Nativity of man 6t 
more conſiderable to foretell Fortunes. 
\ 


IT olomy the grand maſter of this Art affirms, 
chat there is as much, if not more mattet 

of weight and moment to be conſidered in 

the conception of man, as in his Nativity; 

theſe are. his words : hen the temporal begin 

ning of mans ſet down according 10 nature , or 

as Schollars ſay, per le, or by its ſelf, that will be 

the beginning, when the ſperma, or ſeed, #4 ejefted 

and ejaculated into the genital and apt place of con 

ception ; but mm potercy or accidentally when the in 

fan falleth from bus mothers womb, may be called 
' bu beginning al/o ; he therefore that cither by chance 
or obſervation obtains the knowledge , when the fit 


matter is aptly and anly received and incloſed in the 


veſſel of conception, ought by all means to follow 
that ex att time, to d5,cover the proprietics of the 


mind: 


Py cap, WA, on WB + wo as» a a a eas. 
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winde and body of the then conceived Embvrion, by 


obſerving the configurations: conſtellations ut rhat 


very uſt ant, &c. By wairh words the manifeltly 
demonl{trates, char the maſt efficacious, necural, 
and even ihe fick beginnipgof men is when the 
ſeed is faelt recerwed m che time .of gonceprion; 
upon which conſiieration the Aſtrolgger aght. 
priacipally to inſiſt and reflet upon that mo- 
meat, nnd the Chen Conſeliation, xo divine wnll 
foretel{ che furure events , coutingencs , wnd af- 
feRions, as well belonging to the body us the 
minde : But to give a ſalve to this ſore, ſeeing ir 
is almoſt impoſlible co .know exxftly che wp- 
ment before mentioned, 4ither of canception, er 
the other, Pro/omy, bcti chem Arc mayiſcemito te 
eclipled, who onely -prognoſticate :fram the na- 
tivity of man, addesitheie words: Byt be that 
canner atitam tothe knowleage of he {eminal be- 
ginning, mref} of neceſſuy coment himſelf and make 
w/e of, and follow the time of the Nativity, topredift 


future (event! amid fortunes. 


Haly «nat ſo much admired and followed 
Altroloazer,.in bis book which. he wiiciconcerning 
EleRions. -cmndidly confeficth , thac the efficacy 
and-ex neſs of forciehting (he fate and for- 
tane of jany man heh its preateſt -dependance 


jupon 4he \hvur of conception; But becauſe 


kitcolog:es cannor arrive at this height of 
knowledge obey arc forced ro fiye for teſuge 
| "2 | 7) ne 
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to the hour of the nativity ; and when this kinde 

of profeſſors are put to'c, and preſt with che ar- 

gument of Twins, all that they have to ſay for 

themſclves, and ſave their credit is, that the diver- 

fity of contingents and events 'in Twins , hap- 

pens by the diverlity in Conception , and not in 
the Nativity, 


The vanity of eAſtrologers in applying their Art 


| mot onely to den, bnt alſo to walled Towns and 


Citres. : 
Ehold, courteous Reader , how preat and 
(hameleſs is the audacity and impudence of 
thoſe fellows, who will not onely divine the for: 


tuncs of Mortals , but Cities and Caſtles alſo ; |. 


and cell you, that. if you obſerve the Conſtella- 
tion when any City or the like bath its founda- 
tion laid, or is erected, you ſhall (if you will be- 
keve them) calculate and divine the caſualties, 
deſtinies, and events Which hereafter (hall befal! 
and happen unto that place. P/atarch tells us 
in the life of Rownl/ne , that Tarntins 2 certain 
Mathematician at the entreaty of Yarro, made 
ſuch a Calculation concerning the Cicy of Rome. 


[/] * This ſtory (Gceroin the ſecond book of his Divi 


' nation renders in theſe words: A certain man 
called L. Tarutins Firmanus, a familiar friend 
mine, exquiſitely frurniſht and inſtrufted in the Art 


- 
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and Diſcipline of the Chaldeans, dived into the 
ſanndation , or as I may call it birth time of our 
City, from theſe (onfigurations and Conſtellations 
of the Stars, wnder which he conceived it founded 
by Romulus ; a»d finding it ircohated 11 the wane of 
the Moon, made no ſcruple to prognoſiicate the fate 
and deſtiny thereof. O ſtrange madneſs, and power- 
ful force of evrour and blindenſs ! can. poſſibly the 
foundation of Cities have any yelation and depen- 
dency upon the force and powtr of the Moon and 
Stars * Suppoſe it poſſible to forettll events by 
Cenflellation of the Stars at the birth of a childe, 
will you thenct infer, that it is eaſie ard pſſible to de- 
clare and predift what will become of ſtone, brick, 


and mortar, with other materials, with which a City 


|: 4 conſlyutted and built. Thus Cicero, | 


Why Aftrological Ob[ervation may not be as pre- 
valent in Herbs and Animal:, as in mankinae, 


| ky gladly learn of thoſe all-divining 
Maſters, whether or no their Art -have as 


much powerjover herbs and animals, as over man: 


If they anſwer negatively, they betray their own 
ignorance, the weakneſs, folly, and fallaciouſneſs 
of their Art, and Profeſſion : For why thould it 


| not be as prevalent in ſuch things as ia men? 


nay, far more, for herbs and plants by a naturall 
neceſſity have greater dependance upon the 
IE G 3 power 
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pewer and efficience of the celeſtial bodies; and 
ſeeing thas Fewer (and thoſe not ſo various and 
differing) Contingents happen to plants then 
| men, by conſequence it muſt te far more eaſie to 
[; Ppredittheir future events, then thoſe of man. 
| kinde: If they grant, that the ſtars have equi 
"Hi volene dominion over plants, and mortals; I ask 
#F 7 them calmly, and'in 2 friendly way, if they ob- 
{\ fervethe poſition of the Heavens, and conſte]la- | 4 

” tion in that very moment and ſeafon*, when [tf 
//] plums, cherries, or pears are grafted or inoculs- || x 


ted ;or in ſeed-time, when wheat or other grain | = 
is calt into the gronnd , and out of that prog- | « 
noſtick obſervation they can foreſhew what en- | | 
crexaſe and multiplication all theſe trees and j 
grain will produce; how many cherries on every || f 
tree, how many ears of wheat in every acre or 
caurr, and how many wheat corns in every ear; 
if they grant we, that their $k1ill eannac arrive at 
ſuch a height or perfeRion, let them leave theic 
babling te perfrrade me that they can foretel] che 
future cvents of mortals. 


{oncerning the Antiquity of eAſtrolog y among} 
. che Epyption: and Chaldearns. 


| e third bafis and foundation of ABrolo- 
. & gers is.[chat cheir Art is backer and bolſtered 
up wich moſt certain experimentals, of } know 
<2" "nn, Sl 


; and 

and 
then 
e to 
Nane 
qui- 
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not how many, even a|moſt innumerable ages ; 
and that the quinteſſence and marcow of that 
divine Art had its origin from the Chaldean, 
and the Inhabitants of Baby/on and Epypr, the 
very firſt and ancient poſſctlors of this Univerſe , 

0d Ariſtotle himfeif in his book concerning the | 
Heavens, and if another, wherein he treats of 
Meteors, affirms, has the Ep yptiqns are the moſt 
ancient Plawters in the terre/irial Globe ; and in 
the beginning of his Metaphylicks he ſaith. The 
Egyptians the moſt ancient amongit mortals firſt 
mvented and gigeſied the Mathematicall cArt 
and Science, Aud the former and ancient Aſtro- 
logers were wont to boalt, that the Chaldeans 
ſucceſſively employed their time and endeavours 
forthe ſpace of 470. thouſand years, in calcula- 
ting rhe Nativitics, and carefully keeping and 
reſerving the experimentals and obfcrvations of 
the children in that ſo long. a time born: But 
this is ſo manifeſt an untruti, a lye ſo palpable, 
that it may almoſt be fclc,, and therefore not 
worth mentioning or coofutation; for ſince 
the very firſt Creation of the world there haye 
elapſed not much more then Gcoo. years, and 
from the firſt originall of that. Nation of the 
the Chaldeavs, vis. from the confulion of 
tonpues at the ſubves{ion of Babels Tower, not 


0 a7 


more then 4000, years. Picws Mirand. in the 


ſecond Chapter of his fecond Book agaialt 
s | G 4 Aſtro- 
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Aſtr ologers , brings Hypparchus and Prolomy, 
Srand maſters in this Myſtery, co confute this 
imaginary and Chimerical Antiquity of Aſtro- 
logy,; for theſe very Grandees when they [# 
bour any concluſion or dogmaticall precepr, 
from the long and prolix obſervations of their 
Predeceſlors, they can aſcend no. higher then 
the Reign of Nybuchadnextar that potent Mo- 
. nacch amongſt the Egyptians and Babylonian; 

and (ince the firſt inauguration of that Prince, 
and beginning of his Empire to this preſent ye 
of -our bleſſed Saviours Incarnation, (ſaith mine 
Author when he writ this Treatiſe) 1588. there 
' cannot be computed above 2232. years. And 
. St. Awgnſtine, that grave and learned DoQor , in 
Chap. 4. book 18. of the City of God, checks and 
ſcoffs at this fantaſtick vanity , ſaying ; Foolsſoly 
do theſe men habble and prate, who go about to make 
the world believe, that it 12 above an hundred thon- 
ſand years ſince firſt the Egyptians found out the 
power and influences of the Stars, from whom | 
| Pray did they extratt ſuch colleftions, it being not 
above 2000, years, ſince firſk of all that Nation 


-. . learnt the art of Letters from their firſt Miſtris Vis? 
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Thu Varro, who i no mean Anthor, delivers un- 
tow. Andthus we conclude the eight reaſons, 
by which ic is demonſtrated this kinde of Aſtro- 
logy or Divination to be oppoſice and contrary 

to the true and ſolid grounds of Philoſopby. : 


SRL IB 
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| CHAP. 4. | 
The Stars are ſo far from being the 


Canſes, that they are not as nmch as 
Signs of future thinas. 


Aint we in his fifth book of the Ci- 

| ty of ſaith, That there were ſome 
men, and thoſe of eſteem for their learn- 

ing and knowledge, who although they 

did not allow the ſtars robe the cauſes of hu- 


mane affairs, yet granted them to be certain and 
infallible ſigns chereof, þ 


Wherthey or no if the Stars be not cauſes, they __ 
/ be cert ain figns of future events. | 


Rigen in his Treatiſe upon Geneſs (a5 Ewſe- 

bin tells us in his fixth book of Evangeli-/ 

cal Preparation) explaining theſe words, Lud 
they ſhall be for figns, in the firſt Chapter of Ge- 
eſs, (which words beget the argument. of this 
preſent diſcourſe) delivers unto us, that God; 
laced the ſtars in the firmament, that by their, 

| aſpeAts and conjunRions they mighe pre-_ 
fignifie unto us what things in future times, whe-. - 
ther univerſal or particular, (hall bappen, but not 
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be the cauſes thereof; and therefore he com- Þb 


pares the Heavens unco a book, in which che 
great Gicd as with a pencil hath delineated ang 
drawn forth all the contingents which ſhi] hap- 
pen in future ages, ſo long as this fading world 
(hall laft, and to ſtrengthen this aſſertion, he ci- 
reth a certain book, entituled, Foſephs N arration, 
formerly highly eſteemed, where the Patriarch 
Faceb is brought upon the ſtage, thus ſpeiking co 
his fons: 1 have read inthe bale of heaven what- 
foever ſhall befall to you and your ſous, Plotinus 
a Coctavean and School-fellow of Origer, was 
of the ſame opinion, and affercs it 10 a Book 
which he coticles, #bethes or 9 the Stars bave any 
power ; and iq another book concerning Face in 
che ſixth chapter he ſaich, that this is the uſe and 
heaefr of the ſtars, that whoſoever b-bolds them 
and contem as baoks and letters, and is 
Skilful in this kind of literature,(hall know furure 
things from thaſe figres, if with a kind of anolo- 
gictl} compariſon ke dijigently ſearch out their 


that being fally bent to kill and make away him- 


F'Y felf, he way diverted from that wieked reſohni- 


on, by the means of P/9r1:nx9, who fore-ſaw the 


[5 danger by the vertue'of the ars. 


This apinion faire Severn in his ninth book 
of Fate will-nort heve to be exploded or con- 


| | denined, and that he may make it appear pro- 


mylierics and fignification:andPorphirine affirms, 
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m- [bable and plauſible , he bringeth ſome ſentences 

he font of holy Writ to trim and deck it up withal] ; 

cd |f for, ſaich ne to grace the matter, 1/azab chap. 34. 

p- || not ob(curely tells us, And the beavens ſpall be 

Id Þ folded together like a book; by which it is meant, 

ci- Y chat afrer the day of judgement, the heavens 

, | like 3 book iÞall be claſpt, and faſt ſhut up, which 

ch || now are Jaid open, and expoſed for us to: read 

co | and meditate; and co the ſame efteRt and pur- 

- | poſe, that of P/a/m 21. The Heavens ſhall de- 

us | clare hs juſtice ; and in Pſalm t8. The Heavens 

as | ſhew forth the ptoryof Ged ; and in thefirſt book + .. 

dk | of Geneſis ſpeaking of the ſtars, And they ball be 

ny if} for ſigns; and in Pſalm 88. The Heavens ſhall 

In | confeſſe thy. marvellous works, © Lord. Neubecr, 

d | quoth Ortg5n, doth chis opivion take away free- 

m | will in mas, no more then formerly did the Pro- 

is | pheſtes of ebe ancient Prophets, or the preſcience 

re | of all fmrure reap th which is in Almighty God, 

>- | aod reſteth in his divine boſome. | Plorinw apt | 

ir | niquatcs, that this power and «kill to. predict fu-- | 

5, . | ture things by vercue of the liars is given to man 

- | cither by the ſingular favour of Almighty God, 

j- | arthraugh the excellent knowledge in Aſtrolo-' | 

e | zy; fortheobtaining whereof we uſe all poſti- | 

ble diligence and acurate ſtudy. 

__And fat Scverns periwades himſelf, that Se. 

Azgnſtrve was not much averſe or alienated. 

from this opinion, by reaſon that ia one | 
pd CF "* | _ book. 


a Comaen=eIe ora wncs re = 

bt #o, <q PORES 25 " Þ 

> 46-199 9 rn et p EL _ 
x _ - < , hs; 


CE EE TIME ine _ 
IS” I 225 HE CREE CITE OR a7, CEE SO; 
"T7, ee 


-"- 
Br 


4 hoon —_— 9. Wy - 
ps They: » IE OT. > TD 


I nkos II 
<= SE WSLT RD 
p 


'- - 
= SE ERS 


W2-4- 
ws | . 


arc 
- _ ” - net —_ - Dot 
ug errand. HA 
TEST 2 CIR RESO 
hb 


—_—— 


eh «a 1 imagine. 


Whether according to St, Auguſtine the Stars are 


1/3  lical: and whereas here on earth we can palliate 


92 The Aſtrologer Anatomiz'd: 

book againſt the Manicheans, cap. 21. ſpeaking of 
man, who whilſt he is inveſted with morcallity, | 
hath theſe words : Nether 61t to be thought, that 
in the Celeſtial B odies our thoughts are ſo conceal- 
ed, as 31 theſe our bodies; but as certain motions of 
the minde appear in the countenance, eſpecially in the 
eyes, ſo inthe perſpicuity and prureneſs of the Celeſtial 
Bodies, onr motions of the minde cannot be conceal- 


Signs of all' humane affairs. 


FE any man peruſe attentively this place of St. 
Amgaſtine,by theſe words Celeft:al Boates, he 
ſhall finde him not to underſtand the Celeltiall 
Orbes, but the bodies of the bleſſed , who afcer 
the ReſurreRion ſhall be inveſted with celeſtiall 
glory and immortality ; making a grand diſtinRi- 
on betwixt men encaged in this fragile and pe- 
riſhing body, and the beautified , who enjoy the 
fruition of Almighty God, and live a life Ange- 


and cloak our thoughts and cunningdifſemblings, 
and thereby make our neighbours believe that 
which we never intend; in Heaven all thoughts 
are mutually diſcovered, all gloſſing, — 
and diflembling utterly Jaid aſide and caſt c 

And that this is the meaning of that greac 
| DoRor, | 8 
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real» 
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ſtial 


eal- 


' Are 


Door, theſe his enſuing words demonſtrate: + 
Theſe therefore deſerve that bleſſed habitation , and 


happy change into Angelical forms and brightneſs ; 
who when they had power in thi mortal pilgrimage, 


wnder hcmely habits to palliate leaſings and un- 
wreaths deteſied it, and onely with a moſt Rs and 


ardent &4al of truth and verity ſhnnned whatſoever 
might [candalize the bearer , abhorring upon whas 


_ account ſoever totell alye , for the time will come, 


when nothing will be hid, and whatſoever © bid ſpall 


be made manifeſt, So that we ſee St, eAnguſtine 
ſpeaketh clearly and perſpicuouſly-of glorified 
bodies, and not of Celeſtial” Orbes, Heavens, or 


Stars; ſothat Iam in admiration , that Jalins 


Sever ſhould ſo inconſiderneely and raſhly read 


over this place , and through miſunderftanding 
brand ſo eminent a man with an opinion , which 
he is ſo far from maintaining, that in the fifth | 
book of the Ciry of God, he uttetly oppoſeth'. 


and confuteth. 


Of the nalare and variety of h) TATE 


* ww the ſtars are ſigns of future events, I con- | 
ceive not onely contradiRory to ſolid Phi- © 
loſophy, but alſo oppoſite and repugnant to ho- | 
ly Scripture; and although the reaſuns which I . 
have alledged in the premiſes be ſufficient to 
convince this infirm doAtine ; yet in this place T | 
h Bp | will | 


FD . 


. 


will produce other forcible arguments to corre 
borate what formerly I bave maintained : Firk 
therefore whatloever i6 a'natural (fign of anothe 
thing,that upon neceſſity mult be-cither irs cauſe 
or.ctic, or both, and proceed from the ſuperior 
and common cauſe; for befides theſe, what 
fourth member can bz imagined, to have the ſign 
| 90s neceſlity joyned with the cauſe by ic ligni- 
ed ; this is no way-diſtintfrom thethird Mcm- 
ber, for ſuch a coancxion and conjunRion can 
no other wayes havea being, then Char the cauſe 


5. - ſhould produce that-onr of it ſcif,, which is the 


Sign ; and then thatiwhich is che thing ſignified, 
as.the ſame thing which moves the cauſe co aci- 
on-and excites it , .muſt alſo applicate and apply 


that which is preſignified ;) buc exch of theſe mult 


neceſſarily be referred to the common cauſe, 
from whence this argument may be framed : If 
the Heavens and Starsbe figns of all ſublunacy 
things, they are either their cauſes (which this 
opinion allows not) or the eff:As, which no man 
10 his wits -willigrant,.or preſume to affirm ; or 
elſe (which is all chat can be ſaid) as well celeſti- 
al as fublunary things procced-from the '0ommon 
cauſe ; a6 the Rain-bow-is ſign of fair weather, 
not that-it is the cauſe or cfte thereof, bur cnc 
and.rche ſame is the common cauſe-of both ; vp- 
.on neceflicy the common cauſe of celeſtial] and 
tublunary bodies muſt either be-corpores] orin- 
corpg- 
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corporeal : I fo not think they will ſay it is cor- 
cesl, for above the Heavens there is no body ar 
all; therefore they muſt grant,chat all chings muſt 
be referred to an incorporeal cauſe, that is, ei- 
ther to God himſelf or Angels, who moves the 
Heavens : ſo that whillt Angels move the Hea- 
yens, in the very ſtate, habit, poſition, and con- 
formation of thoſe Heavens, as it were: by cer- 
tain nods and|becks of theirs like notes ard figns 
deſcribed therein, they ſhould point out and 
pre4iQ the eyents and contiogents of humane 
2ffairs; but this'in many teſpeRs is noc credible, 
for whoſoever grounds upon this foundation, 
muſt needs grant and ſay, thzt Angels induce 
mortals unto all, and wharſaever,even the great- 


| ct and moſt horrid fins and viltanies. 


In this point Philoſophy doth inform us, and 
alſo Theology doth the likegthar there is no aRti- 
on of Angels, (as they call'it) cran/canr, which 
immediately proceeds from them, other then'{o- 
cal motion, and that the Angels who do circum- 
volye and wheel about the Celeſtial Orbes, theſe 
Ifay, thoſe great maſters averre to have no other 
operation concerning humane affairs, then what 
procceds from motion and the light of the Hea- 
yens : For thoſe I know not what influerices di- 
ſin from light, I have formerly ſufficiently 
made null; and there 1s no man ſo brainefick, 
who will aftirm, if he will ſpeak things probable 


ard 


= o6 TheAftrologer Anatomiz'd : | 
{  andlikely, that motion and the light of heaven 
can iofallibly , clearly, and diftinQly premon- 
\ ſtrate all future effets of ſublunary __ - and 
again, when two effes of the ſame cauſe necel. 
farily ſhew one the other , as they muſt proceed 
from the ſame cauſe , ſo muſt they alſo proceed 
* - after oneand the ame manner, otherwiſc it can ſ, 
[/* got bethat they (bould indicate one another: |, 
* Such things as are brought to paſs by God and 
ij his Angels in Celeſtial bodies muſt have their be- |, 
ings neceſlarily and invariably, whereas thoſe |; 
which are bencath the Moon, have their contin» 
gency very mutably, and I may ſay defeRively. 

+ In like manner other arguments may be fra- 
med, if the ſtars who are confined to a ſet and 
('3 certain number, and of a like condition, can be 
ts fignsof futurethings, which are almoſt infinite 
/7 both ionnumberand yariety , and in themſelves 
diſcrepanc and differing : How can the ſame poſi- 

_ tuce and conformity of ſtars, under which Twins 
and many others are born in in the ſame moment 
of time, be a certain ſign properly and diſtinaly 
to preſignifie ſo many ſeveral and diſtin dif. 
potions, caſualties, and events, as we daily diſ- 
cover in them ? therefore if we grant the ſtars to 
be ſigns of future things, we muſt alſo affirm them 
co be cheir cauſes; and if we deny them to be. 
Cauſes, we mult alſo deny thera to be Signs, 
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avens 


NOon- 
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whether Comets or Blazing Stars be ſigns of 
| humane affairs. 


Hou wilt perhaps avouch that Comets which 

are generated in the high and ſublime air, 

are ſigns which predi& ſtrange and wonderfull 
events to enſue, and of thoſe Contingents the 
Comets are neither the cauſes nor eff:Rs; and 
therefore probable it is, that the ſtars are in the 
like condition in reſpe& of ſublunary affairs : for 


' {my part I ſhall/never grant Comets to be ſigns of 


humane chances and events,though this is as much 


believed amongſt the vulgar, as cxploded by wiſe , 


men ; Should I walk hand in hand with the vu!- 
ear in this errour , and ſay that the Stars produ- 
ced the Comets as Poaſts or Curriours to go be- 


fore them to foretell future eventsy if I ſhould, - 


I fay, grant this, yer concerning the ſtars another 


account 1s to be given, for that they have no cor- 


poreal cauſe ſuperiour unto them. 


Whether thoſe 4en who make the Stars ſigns of ſu- 
ture things, do thereby upon neceſſity eſtabliſh that 
thing cai'd Fate. 


/ Authors of this opinion although: un- 
willingly congage themſelves in a necefiity of 
H Fire 


E will make no great buſineſs of this, the 


; 845 
=. 
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Fate,far more then thoſe who will have the ſtars 
tobe the cavſes of ſublunsry «ffeAs;for grant that 
the ſtars ſhould be' the cauſes of all things which 
are produced beneath the moon, yet for all this 
there is no neceſſity of bugg-bear fate ; for what 
| istobe done and effcRed upon earth by the in. 


fluences and defluxions of the ſtars that may be] 


impeded and croft by contrary affcRions of the 
matter, or by the intervening of particular cau- 
ſes as obſtructions thereunto : Bur if ſtars be nx- 
turally the ſigns of future Contingents, then up- 
on neceſſity whatſoever they fignifie muſt come 
to paſs, otherwiſe they are ſigns fallacious and 
deceitfull: and ſeeingthat our great God hath 
ordained and inſtituted them to fignifie and give 
notice of things, and hath engraven them in hea- 
ven as in ſome voluminous Tome, to point out 
and be zs it were Indexes of things to come to 
paſs; if the event of theſe things which they 
ſfgnifie ſhould not prove anſwerable , you mult 


either make God their author ignorant, or a great]. 


impoſtor and deceiver : If you ſay the ſtares 
prefignific what is to be done in ſome particulat 
- Cauſes, and onely in ſome and not inal), this 
extreamly improbable and fable like; for why 
ſhould the ſtars foretell the future chances and 
effes of ſome particular effcRs, rather then of 
others, and hot rather of all alike, the reaſon be 
ing indiffcrent and like in all; or eſe you mull 


ſay. 
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ſay, that the ſtars arc the future eff. As of all par- 
ticular cauſes ; | If this be ſo, it muſt needs follow 
that there will be no cauſes lef: remaining to im- 
pede, obitruQa', or hinder whatſoever is by the 
ltars predited, and it will neceſlarily come to 
paſs, that whacſoever is ſublunary mult betied to 


. an abſolute fate and neceſſity which the defen- 


ders of this opinion will not allow of, or ſhould 
they, it were moſt wicked and imptous. 

As Conceraing that Text of 7/aiah 54. The 
Heavens like 4 bitch ſhall be folded up, which a- 
monglt al] che places of Scripturs- tyrmerly (et 
down ſeems to have the moſt of dificulty in 
ie, 1 finde it diveilly, and by divers and ſeverall 
Expoſicors glofſed and interpreted; yet no ex. 
policion, if itibe of an approved Authour, or at 
leaſt probable, which makes for, or fides wich 
chat opinion. | fuſtinius Afartyr anſwering to the 
forty ninth jncercogatory of the Orthodoxes, 
wherein the Querie was, how that plate of 1/atas 
was to bz underſtood, when he ſaith ; Thar the 


' Heavent liks 4 bock ſhall be folded up : ſaith, as the 


divine word ſometimes by 4 ſumilitade compares hea 
wen tos thin extenced, ſaying, whoextend:s the hea- 
ven like a skin; other times to ſmoak, other times to 
a chamber : and ſo on the comrary, ſpeaking of the 
diſſolution of the heavens, it u compared to a buok and 
other things, ard by David in hs Pſalms to a gar- 
ment waxing| old, St. Hierom upon the tame 
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| words ſaith; we mult obſerve that he ſaith not 


the heavens to periſh, but ro be wrapped up like 
a book, that after all fins were deteRed and 
made manifeſt and read, they (bould no more be 
opened, never more to have the ſins of men writ- 
ten in them, In the Scripture the Heavens are 
ſaid to ſhew the juſtice of. God, to reveal his an- 
ger, to prove and pive teſtimony of mans wick- 
edneſs. 

St.T homas and Nicholas de Lyra expound theſe 
words after another manner; the Heavens, ac- 
cordivg to them, like a book ſhall be Thut up, that 
is, henceforth Echnicks ſhall make no uſe of 


their Altronomancy,nor dare to foretell the fu- 


ture events of mankinde, as if they were able to 
read from the ſtars future fortunes and contin- 


gents. Others interpret theſe words thus, there. 


{hall be no further entrance inco the Kingdom of 
Heaven, from henceforth the gates thereof (hall 
be ſhut up: Ochers expound theſe words in this 


ſenſe; the help, uſe, and miniſtery of the Hea-. 


vens and Stars, which is beltowed upon man- 
kinde before the day of judgement, after (hall 


- Ceaſe, and have no more being ; for although the 


Heavens ſhall nor utterly periſh and be anthil1- 
red , yet thoſe good offices and favours which 
now they perform on the behait of mortals and 
their ſakes, (hall after that day of dread and ter- 
rour ceaſc, and ſhall have a long vacation, which 


by 


| depart away. 
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by 1/azah is excellently expreſt in the fimilitude 
of a book, which when we have made whac uſe 
we can of it, and fully perus'd it, we claſp and 
but it up, and lay it alide. | 
Another interpretation of this place is not to 
be reje&ed ; ſome aie of opinion, that in that 
terrible day by this fimilicude is meant 'the high 
indignatiou wrath and ju't anger of the ſupream 
Judge againſt thoſe Nations of whom the Pro- 
pher ſpeaketh : ſuch a hurly-burly, confufion and 
conſternation ; ſuch horcour, fear, andcrembling 
amongſt the reprobate , ſuch remorſe, grief, and 
anguiſh of minde, that through the very vehe- 


{mency thereof, the very celeſtial luminaries will 


ſcem 2s it were to be extinguiſhed , the ſtarres to 
drop from the firmamenc, the motions of the 


{[ Orbs co bein rebellion, and heaven it ſelf to be 


wrapped up and foulded, and vaniſh away : and 
what is here ſaid by the Propher to be foulied up, 
by St. oh in the Apocalyps, is ſaid to recede and 
« But ro-make this more plain, if ſuch as are not 
acquainted with Antiquities ſtartle at | this word 
folded up, ſpeaking or the book, in the fmili- 
tude, they muſt/know that the Febrews (as alſo 
the Rumans and all civiiiz'd people ) had not 
their books bound up in Fel, Quarto, or Otlavo, 
as the nuw mode and form 1s, but in ad:ti-rent 
manner ; for hey had skins of yeiome or parch- 

| 2 ment, 
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men: , orelſe the thin rindes of trees, tatched 
and fixed together (of one and the ſame breadth) 


in length, and being faſtned at the one end to a 


Cylineer, or round piece of wood they reſem- 
bled much our Pedegrees which are drawn 
by Heralds, or a web of cloth wrapt about 
2 weavers beam, ſo that when they had x minde 
to peruſe any parcel or paſſage, they did fold 
and unfold as occaſion required ; and this the 
Prophet uſed as a fimilitude : for as the Mcm- 
branes encircle the round piece of wood , ſo do 
the Heavens environ and compaſs the Terreltrul 
Globe one above another , and wheeling round 
about it, as it were their Axle-tree. Thus have 
you heard many expoſitions of this ſeeming hard 
Place of E/aias, and I am confident your own 
judgements will cell you, that not avy one 6f 
them favours theſe grave maſters of Altrology, 
Southlayers, Fortune-reHers, Star- gazers, Quacks, 
or what you will call them. | 


CHAP. 
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QOHAP 5. 


How it comes t0 pa. s. that Aſtrologer 4 
foretells many things true. 


this diſputation and draw to an period )rhat 
we lay open the reaſon why ſo many Aliro- 
logicall prediftions prove true and congru- 
ent with the eyents and contingents : Of this 
ſubjeR we ſpoke ſomething formerly , but thac 
ic might be che more clearly handled, and for the 
berter underi{tanding os the Reader ir is princi- 
pally reſerved to this its proper place. 

Although ic be moſt certain & uncontroulably 
true, that AſtroJogicall preditions are molt falſe, 
as we bave already ſufhictencly demonſtrated; bur 
becauſe in former ages, yea and in our preſent, 
z|l-knowing. timcs it is almoſt believed, and that 
by grave and learned perfons, ss agranced funda» 
mental, that ina manner all predifions of skil- 
ful Aſtrologers have proved true , and atteſted 
by their events and iſſue thereof, and that very 


& now remaineth (chat we make an end of 


few or none have fajlen out contrary to what . F 


they have divined, Well, let us alſo follow this 
torrent, leſt we ſhould be thought co ſwimme a- 


' Eainlt the ſtream, and ſeem co be foannes e con- 


H 4 trars, 


[3 
FT 
2 
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trario, in oppoſing that which by publick faith 
and authority is cryed up and embraced, the veti- 
ty of thoſe predictions being granted, ler us ex. 
amine and look into the cauſes thereof , viz. by 
what means Aſtrologers can infallibly fore-tel! 
future things, which ſeeing of chemſclves they 
2re uncertain, they fall not wirkin the power and 
notion of humane intelleR; I will avoid prolixi- 
ty, and therefore do peremprorily »fficm , that if 
any prediQions of Altrologers have proved true, 
that trath proceeded not from the verity and fic. 
mity of that art of Aſtronomancy, but from other 
cauſes; and what theſe cauſes be I will tell you 
ſuccinaly. 


Fegr cauſes there are, by reaſon whereof Aſtrologer; 
ſometimes ſpeak truth. 


 Sometsme's by the very inſtinft of the Devil men art 
prick forwards to divine future thing. 


T he firſt Cauſe. 


A 


Ometimes the verity of thoſe prediction 
proceeds from a clandeſtine'contract betwixt 
the Devil and the Aſtrologer, otherwhites by an 
implicite inſtin& or contra, and unpercepcible 


3-34 
bY 
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: 


inſtigation of the grand Impoſtcr the generallſ 


- enemy of mankinde; men though ignorant ig 


them : 
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uth | themſelves of the devils deluſion, are impelled 
eti- | and egg'd on to divine and prophelie. This St. 
ex-| Augaſtine confirms in the fifth book of the Ciry of 
. by] God, chap. 7. ſaying, Not without cauſe do men be- : | + 
tell] lieve that when Aſtrulogers miraculouſly, almoſt, or ; 
hey || at leaſt ſtrangely, foretell many things which prove 
andf rac, that 1s done by the inſtintt and belp of wicked 
ixi-| ſpirits, whoſe ſolicitor care it us to imprint aud in- 
tit] graft in the minges of men the moxicus and ſoul de- 
rue, | ftroying dottrine and opinion concerning ſyderial Fate, 
fic. | which poſſibly cannot be diſcovered by the. Art of in- 
herſ ſpelting or obſerving the Horoſcope, which Art indeed 
youſ 23 none at all, Thus St. Anguſtine. 


By how many whyes the Devil by himſelf can fore- 
ren tell or teach cthers to do the like wn future things. 


He Devil ficſt perſwades man and buzzethin KY} 
are his ear, that be will teach him how to fore-" | 

tell furure contingents and accidents, either by ; 
preſenting himſ-1f unto him in a viſible form and 
ſhape, making large promiſes, or eiſe articula» 
ting and frame voices in the air, fore-ſhewing 
ſucceeding events without the afſumprion of 
any aerial body ; or by dropping down ſome 
ſcroll or charaRter which ſhall contain ſuch like # - 
divinations;, otherwhiles by dreams when we |: 
* ſleep; at other times to men perfeRly awake, by : 
working upon their farcy, by poiſoning and poſ- | : 
| | ſefling WY 
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ſeſling it with ſtrange chymericall imaginations, line 
thereby to move. the phantafie to apprehend +; 
ſtrange phantaſmaes, whilſt by this decejr he 
moulds the party into an apt and fie diſpolicion, 4 
co predit and propheſie that which the phantaſ- 
ma repreſented unto him; The devil may know. 
ſome future chings (which he imparteth) by di- 
| vine revelation, diſcloſed unto him by a' good 
Angel; for ſometimes Almighty God co bring 
things to their allotced end uſeth the miniftery of |; 
the devil : .Ocher times the ſame Chapman will | ,, 
1 diſcover to man that which he hiniſelf is reſolved 
©. to put in execution, and by reaſon of the incom- ſe 
iS 7 parable celericy of his motion, he:informs his | 7, 
'F friends inacrice and moment of the tranſaQi- 
* ons6of the moſt remote Regions in the world; 
SK yet more, this cunning enemy of our hop't for 
| Felicity , from cabinet councells, private confe- | ,, 
rences, letters writ in never ſo concealed and un- 


nat 


known cyphers and charaRters , from private fe 
marks which are either interiorly inherent, or ex- | ©, 
ceriorly in mans body: By a too too vigilance | - 

s. and{ollicicous inveſtigation will ſhrewdly guefle | |, 
| "at anddiſcover mans occult and hidden cogita- | _ 
rions and inclinings, and thoſe diſcover co his belt | - 
beloved favourites: Another way he goes to | , 

| work, which is bythe cauſes which neceſlarily | , 

; mult concurr ito produce (uch an effet; and | 
' lhitly, by reaſon of the extream ſubtlety and di- 


Iigence 
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igence of his underſtanding, his long experience 
of ſo many thouſand years, his great and exaQ& 
knowledge in ajl natural} things, he muſt needs 
have a ſtrong advantage toifearch out and mani- 
felt facure events. | | 

The very thing of which we have now diſ- 
courſed is by St, A»guſtine in his book npon Gew. 


| chap. 7. moſt exaRtly and candily demonſtrated, 


and therefore I judge it not amifle ro ſet down * 
his words: | Concerning fates and ſubtil quirks of 
the flars, and dicumental experiments drawn as it 
were from the art of demonſtrating , or Matheſis ber 
ſelf, which they (call Aporeleſmes, we utterly reqeft as 
being incoherent| and oppoſite to Cathalickh and Chriſti. 
an Faith , for by ſuch like diſpmtations the force 


| and neceſſity of [prayer 1s taken away : 'Sin (which 


ought fobe corretied ) bolfler'd np, the fanlr 15 ra- 
ther laid upon God the authour and creatowr of the 
Stars, then upan ſinful mans wickedneſs ; and there. 
fore we muſt confeſs and ſay that when any truth ur 
veracitierare preaitted , it ts acne by an cenlt and 
Snperceptible Inſtintt, which cur weah capacities 
unwittingly entertain; which ſince it is done to de» 
ceive and ſeduce poor man into errour, queſtionleſs it 
# no other they the work apa operatuon of {eduring [pi- 
rits, wato whom it ts permitted to know ſome: certain 
ruth concerning temporal affairs ,, partly by reaſon 
of the ſirong acumen of their moſt ſubtle intcllef , 


Aud partly by fackin of their long and cunning expe- 


rieuce, 
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rience, proceeding from the vaſte longitude and time 
of their being and continuance; and laſtly , revela- | ( 
tion from the holy Angels , being appointed {o to do [0iv 
by their Almighty Creator, who diſtributes and diſpe- | 
ſeth humane merits, according tothe ſincerity of hu the 
moſt ſecret and hidden juſtice; and mewn thoſe [Id 
wicked ſpirits predit} ſome things which they them- ſoc 
: ſelves are reſolved to bring to paſs by the way of pro» I. 
pheſie or divination; and good C hriſtians ought to itt 
avoid and fije this fort of Mathematicians or any |? 
other whoſoever profeſſing totell Fortunes, ( although of 
ſometimes they tell the truth ) left they entangle and | 
enſnare their deceived ſouls by ſome clandeſtine and kir 
implicite contratt with this grand enemy the devil. ſoc 
Thus St. Auguſtine. _ 


How many ſeverall wayes and bow grievoufly men pl: 
fin, who either make uſe of the devil, or help of bus P* 
Servants the Fortune-tellers, to kaow future 


thin Ls. 


An plungeth himſelf in a gulf of fin, who- | 

ſoever he is that hath recourſe to the De- |' 

vil or-Aſtrologers the Devils Inſtruments or Tra- - thi 
panners, to dive into furure contingents; in this I 
caſe many, and ſeveral are the wayes of falling in«= |? 
rofin, fickt when he addreflcs himſelf roche des IM 
vilorthe Aitrologer his decoy to know future th 
cvents, confiding that the devil for certain knows la 
| what- Þ 
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whatſoever ſhall happen , for ſeeing that it 
is onely proper and peculiar to the higheſt and 
divine Majeſty to know future contingents; he 
who ſo impiouſly attributes that knowledge to 
the devil, falls into the horrid (in of Impiety and 
idolatry: and if it be accounted ain co con- 
ſociate and keep.company with one excommuni- 
cated by the holy Church , how much more will 
it be to enter into league, drive bargain, and 
make contraRts with the moſt malignant enemy 
of Gods Church, a blaſphemer of the Deity, and 
moſt envious and implacable enemy of man- 
kinde, who God himſelf hath baniſhed from the 
ſociety both of |men and Angels, unto the dark 
2nd hideous ſhades and infernall cloiſters, and 
hath inflicted upon him eternall and everlaſting 
plagues and rorments: and will man be ſo mad 
15to take and make uſe of ſuch an accurſed feind 
for his maſter, friend, and guide? And whoſo- 
ever he be thatlenters into this devilliſh famili- 
rity and combination, runs the extream hazzard 
of loſing his ſpul, being Jull'd aſleep wich the 
ſweet incantations and ſyrenicall allurements of _ 


[theſe divining Prognoſtications , which the devill 


layeth as an ambuſcado coentrap and circumyent | 
poor man: He again highly off:nds the divine 
Mijeftty who conſults with Aſtrologers to know 
the ſecret and bidden ſins of his neighbour ; and 
laſtly. he is inexcuſadly co be blamed, who runs: 


ES og  % > T6 


; afcer. 
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afcer thoſe Miſcreants, the Devil , and Altro- 
nomancers his Diſciples, whereby to enable him. 


ſelf ro perpetrate ſoae horcid villany and mif{ 


chief. 
Theſe kinde of Aſtrologers are for meſt part cf a 


 witked life and converſation. 


Heſe Qaacks are Imps of the devil, Familt 

ars and Comrades of Satan, for no: better 

are our Fortune-tellers, as may eaſily be demon- 
ſtrated : Firſt, by the impurity of their lives, and 
brutiſhneſs of their converſation; ſecondly , by 
-/ the contempt they haye of Chriſtian Religion, 
and the true exerciſe of piety and practice of de- 
votion ; thirdly, as Owls they hate the light, and 
(bun the ſociety of good and vertuous men, ſel. 
dom appear in publick but lurk in boles and pri- 
vate corners, avoiding as much as io them lies, ary 
over-ſeer of their exorbitant and unlawfull pro- 


ceedings ; of whoſe faith and religion, and not 
without cauſe, th: wiſer ſort of men make 1 
great ſcruple and queſtion: - And to conclude 
in Sp4i», and where the Inquilition is in force, 
many of ths fort of fellows having been ſecu- 
red and put in durance, and duly examined by the 
learned Judges of that Court and Trtbunal, hay 
openly confelt their unchriltian.jike commerce 
and familiarity with the Devil, 


Ti 
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_ ander Severns being then but a youth. or ſtrip. | 
: 1 | ling, WS 


Fa 


| T he ſecond (anſe. * 


He ſecond Cauſe wby Aſtrologers ſometimes 
T divine ttuly , happens through the occule 
ind hidden diſpoſing of Divine Providence ; 
which (as St. A»g»ftine in his fourth and ſeventh 
book of Confeiltons faith) doth ſo agitate by a 
private and unperceptible inſtin&, the blinde_ 


"| and wicked | mindes of theſe Diviners, thae j 


though they themſelves be ignorant thereof, yer 
they tell ro! their Clients and Cuſtomers ſuch 
things as either through their own demerit or 
out of the inſcrutible abyſle of the jult judge- 
ment of the [Higheſt , are moſt fit for them co 


] hear. 


Of the wſe of (caſting Lots amont ſt the eAncirnti to 
\ | diſcover future things. : 


Monegſt/the Ancients Was a ſolemn cuſtom 

to ſelet certain verſes out of Poets, and 

roll them up as we ſee in Lotteries of our age, or 
chuſing of Yalentines, and to draw them our of 


| box:s, hars, br aprons, by which it often happen- 


ed that mendrew verſes, which contained thar 
which was agreeable either to their preſent for- 
tune or future condition; as it happened in Alex- 


- ling, (and far from any hopes of aſpiring to a 
Mabel Diadem) who being amonglt divers 
of his aſſociates at this interlude and paſtime, 
extrated out of the box oc ſcrutiny ſome Verſcs 
of thar illuſtrious Poet Pabline Virgilizs aro, 
contained in the ſixth book of his Aneids which 
predited the Command of the whole Romane 
Empire. 

Be carfull how to rule the Romane State. 

*T will be thy charge allatted ont by Fate ; 

The humble cheriſh, and the proud caſt dawn, 

Cat T raytors ff , and thou ſhalt keep thy Crown. 


And ic is no wonder that ſuch things now and 
then come to paſſe through the permiſſion of 
God, moving the mindes, moderating the tongue, 
and ſorting and mingling the lots according 3s 
he will have things to evene and fall out , for not 
- onely Balaam the South-ſayer and falſe Frophet, 
but his Aſſe alſo foretold moſt certain veracities 
and future events. 


By the permiſſion of God theſe who ſo earneſily gape 
after the knowledge of future things, are catcht in 
Satans nets and tojles, andintangled in many per- 

 micious CTYORTS. 


\Y E muſt not in this place omit the grave, 
good, and Chriſtian admonition of St, 
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iAnguſtine in| his book of Chriſtian DoAtrine, 
chap. 22, 23. Whercin he averrs, & That now and 
*then even by the permiſſion of our heavenly 
«Creator it is ſo b:ought about , that the devils 
«by che help of man torelleth many things which 
«prove true, whereby many ſcduced by a va- 
« rious ſuperſtition, deltruRtive perſwafion, and 
*;mpious cutiolity, in believing thoſe vain Nivi- 
nations, being left to themſelves, or as it were 
"by God forſaken, through the demerit of their 
[*fore- paſt ſins and cranſgreſſions, run head-long 
J* into | moſt] dangerous and execrable villanics 
«and enormities: ler us take St. Auguſtine along 
© with ns, Reace it is, faith he, that chrough a 
© hidden and! occult divine judgement men thirſt- | 
*;og afcer the knowledge of unlawfal things, are 
« delivered over as their wanton volup:uoulneſs* 
© hath deſerved to be deluded and deceived by. 
"the fraud and deceit of the prevaricating An- 
* gels, unto whom the lowelt part of the world, 
* zccordiog © the admirable order of things by 
Inſtitute of Divine Providence, is ſubjeRted ; by 
* which deceptions and deluſions it falls out; thar 
*through the moit damnable and ſuperfiicious-. | 
*divinations, many as well future as preſent con- 
* tingents are difcovered, and happen according. - 
© ]y as by them predited; and many things fall 
« out through their obſeryations, of the adorers 


* I of chis arc]; that being incangled they ve ; 
; | 1 | *« taily 14. 
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* * daily moreand more curious, and ſo enſnare 
«©2nd involye themſelves in the traps and 

_ «* racklings of molt pernicious errour ; this kinde 
_ * of ſoul-fornication the ſacred Scripture diſco« 
«yers and alſo addes; if they fore-tell you chings 
* which really ſo fall out, yet give no faith or 
« belief unto them : for though the Image of 
« dead Samxel foretold unto Sax veracities, yet 
« was the facriledge by which that Image was 
© effeed the more to be execrated and dereſted, Jun 
*The woman in the Adts of the Apoſtles told Fre: 
things which were true and certain, did St. Paul 
© therefore connive at that wicked ſpirit ? no, be 
© chaſtized him, and diſpoſſeſling and caſting him 
&« forth , delivered and freed the poor creature J aft 
* from that vexation and thraldom : then needs [an 
« muſt all theſe Apoteleſmatical Arts and obnoxi-| 
« 0us ſuperſtitions begotten and brought fogth | 
«by peſtiferous combination betwixt man and}ſob 
© the devill , be odious and hateful ro knowing || wt 


fs Hoi 
we ” OT 


« 500d Chriſtians : Thus this great light of Gods| liz 
* Church, | ly 

To theſe may be added two cauſes more, andjde 
although not ſo ERIE as much in uſe and| dic 
praQice. | ac 


any 
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| deal of audacity and impudent confidence pre- 


Many faretell| future Events rather out oF a pru- | 
dence and experience in humane things , then by - 
Aſtrological Art. | 


T he third Cauſe. 


M*” there are who foretell future things 

not fo much by their skill in Aſtrology, 
and Apoteleſmaticals, as by a deep and ſcarching 
reach of a pregnant intelleRt, and by a long 
ar m che practice of humane affaires, 
rom whence they divine ſtrange things to their 
Clients, from the obſervation and inſight in their * 
affaits and negotiations, employments; ſtudies; 
and conditions, for ſome there are who taking a 
ſurvey of the temper, afteRions, and inclinati- 
ons of other\meus bodies and conſtitutions, and 
obſerving what kinde of courſe of life they lead, 
whether vertuouſly or vicioufly inclined, what 
company they frequent, what exerciſes they de- 
ligbt in, they imagine and intimate What is like- 
ly co befall them; and from hence with a great 


dit what enſuing events (hall befall enem : And 
according<9 this rute and fcore when, they fee 2 
Prince to clanied over his SubjeRts, and-rack FF: 
them with Contributions , Excize, Free quarter, BY 3 


[2 


and ſuch keſomherexcortions, preſently they di- W | 


] 3 Vines, 
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vine, that this Potentate (ſhall be murthered, or 
unking'd: If any man ſpend his time in robbing 
by the high way, breaking up of houſes, or the 
like, Oh he ſhall be hang'd ; a blaſphemer of God 
and Religion, a broacher of damnable Hereſles, 
a murdereſſe of her Husband, queſtionleſſe you 


. ſhall be cold, ſuch an one mult be bound ata 


ſtake, and round about ic fire and fapgots, and ſo 
beburnt co death. This kinde of divining crafty 
Hannibal made uſe of, who perceiving the tcmeri- 
ty, raſhnefſe, and ignorance in the Martial Difce 
pline of the Romance Conſuls and General, Te 
rentiza Varroand C. Flaminiu forerold and pro- 
phefied unco his Africans a glorious viRory , and 
rothe Romans an ignominious overthrow and 
diſmal ſlaughter ; which confident affcrtion of 
Hannibal, the immediate ov: rthrow of the Ro- 
mane Army, and deſtrution of che ſouldiers, 
made current and good. 


T he too much configence and credulity of (uch as run 
after Aſtrologers oft times i the canſe of their 
ſpeaking truth. 7 


The fourth (auſe. 
CO)" times the prediftions of Aſtrologer 


prove true, through the fooliſh and light] 


I . credulity of their Clients ; for men for 


che mo '| 
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part give credit and belicf unto ſuch things us *W 
or | are forero!d them either concerning the reſults -F* 
they molt vehemently deſice and thirſt after, or 
ſuch as they moſt extreamly fear and abhor : for 
> od | this vaio and fortiſh credulicy of perſons gaping 
es, þ after chat preknowledge of their fortunes doth 
you diſtill and infuſe.into their thoughts, either a 
at af grand hope T the good which the Star-gazers 
| ſo promiſe; orſcontrariwiſe, an inavoidable fear 
fry and ſadneſſe, abhorring the deplorable and farall 
erj. | events whichithey are made belicye ſhijl ſhortly .\ 
ſci-| fall upon them: Theſe two paſſions of the f 
Tel minde Hop? and Fear have ſuch dominion and Þ} 
ro-| power over man, that they work ſtrangely upon 
ind} him, and ofc are the cffticients, that Contingeats 
nd} come ſo to palle as p:edited by Aſtrologers; 
off for a vchement and ardent hope and delire of the 
promiſed good fortunes, doth ofttimes ſo ltir up ,# Þ 
20d induce man to make him(clf fic to receive *}: J 
them, that he employeth all his endeavours, and | 1 
uſeth his urmolt ſeduiity co make himſelf a wor- | 
thy ſubje&X| fir to receive and entertain ſo 
great and wiſht for fuitunes and preferments ; 
and by this careful d (polition of man 1a himſclf 
it ofcen comes co pals, that he hits the mark, and 
arrives at the port and baven of his ſo Jongiogly 
lookt- after /promiſt happineſl: and good for- 
tunes : a::d 0n the other lide,the terror, fear, and 
- horcour of calamicics and evils foretold lo work, 7 
I 3 upun ;& } 


£ 
} 


” ppon mens thoughts and imaginations , that 
” whenthey areto undertake any matter of con- 
cernment, they hang in ſuſpence , affli& them- 
ſelves, fear, doubt, and caſt a thouſand ſtumbling 
blocks and fcarc-crows before their apprehenſ- 


ens, and thereby leave the buſineſs unattempred, | 


or at leaſt not brovghe to perfeRion, and ſo fall 
through their own folly into thoſe miſeries &ſad 
cataſtrophe*s which were predited unto them. 
Of this we have an excellent and convincing ex- 
ample which happened in a Romane Army (as 
(Lucixs writes) being ready to fight the enemy : 
The Commanders and Southſaying Prielts (as the 
then cuſtom was) beheld the Intrails of a facrifi- 
ced Victim, thereby to conjeQure of the future 
event of the battle, but alas they found all the. 
Omens inauſpicious, prefiguring nothing but ru- 
ine and deſtruction, yet wiſely conſulting among 
chemſelves, they laid a fair varniſh on a rotten in- 
ſide, and by an officious or rather neceſſary and 
profitable Lye, made the Army believe that the 
Omens pretended Laurells, ViRories, and Tri- 
nmphs: The ſouldiers by this encouraging prog- 


noſtication (though onely a time-ſervice Lye) | 


heartned and animated with courage and un- 
daunted bravery, joyn battle, and boldly engage 
the enemy , put to flight and rout thoſe Squa- 
drons, Files, and Troops, which the Augurs and 
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Admirall of 4 great Armado of the Athenians, 
beholding a ſudden Eclipſe of che Moon, vainly 
imagined with himſelf, that if he weighed anchor 
that night, and ſer ſail , ſome diſaſter or ſtorm 


would ſcatter and confound his Navy ; through 
fooliſh fear he (tayes (till in his ſuppoſed ſafe har, 


bour, but before morning, to challiſe his folly, he 
rogether with his whole Fleet is ſurprized by the 
Syracuſans. | And here to make good my pro- 
miſe made in the beginning to avoid prolixicy, I 
conclude this Diſcourſe concerning Altrologicall 
Divination. ; 

To the Ecternal Father Creator of afl things :' 
To our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; To the 
Holy Spirit, to whom onely things preſent, paſt, 
and future are perfeRly known and manifeſt, be 


all Glory, Honour, and Praiſe for eyer and ever. F Þ 
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Phibſephy, and the Profeſſors weved altogether i ig Fs 
rant of Celeſtial T hings. 2 
8, Againſt the fillitious eAmtiquity which theſe dif] 
men vainly boaſt to have concerning obſervations 27 
9. Of the ftrange ſtar which ſome Jears ſince 4 ' 
peared. ana 
10. What a difficult thing it is puntinally to +. ; 
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|  endcognition of heavenly matters, Jet by eight rea-l| 2 
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104 
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105 
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40. Many foretell ſuture events rather ont'of © 
prudence and experience in humane affairs, then by © 
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